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| leevern Jeſus Chriſt ; but are grolly ignorant, fcandalous in : 
,Y their Converſations, Scollfew at Godlinetle add refuſe to S 
"I ſubmit to Church-Diſcipline ? * 

| THE 


Negative ( with ſubmiſsion to better 
ms) is modeſtly;defended, Some things 20 


that concerne our Congregationall ( hurches are, in +. 
the Epiftleto the'Reader Xa touched, 
AS ALESO 


A little Addition made to the Controverſie a- 


eainſt the eAzataptifts, in the following T 
Diſcowle, YL 


By G: Firmin, Miniſter to the Church in Sbalfordi in Ee. 
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1Cor: 4. 2. Moreover it is required in Stewards that x man bo# 2 
found faitbful. 440, 
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TO THE 
Courteous Reader. 
SQ 7 7s very uncomfortable when two Phyſitians 


(- bd ſhall joyze _ to cure the ſame ſicke 
FD perſon, thai t 


BY 


To the Reader, . 

#everence would welhave become yous)\then he falls upon them 

far ſaying they are ſad times. - 1f 1 fhouldſuy the Church in- 

joyes nothing deſirable, I ſbould bee very injurious to God 

and Max ;, 1 ſhall at the end of my diſcourſe ſet down a great 

benefit we have , but yet let me tel! him, in drvers reſpeRs they 
may well le called ſad times. CAS 

.1 Sadtimes, When Apoſtacy among Profeſſours abounds. 

2 Sad times, When the converting power of the Ordinan- 

ces is gone. weſee not-God 13 this reFeft ar we have- done 


heretofcre , whether any men( as ſecond cauſes) in caſting ſcorn 


upon the Miniſtery, be any hinderance here | what ever the 
Decrees of God be, which are none of our rules | let them pro« 
wade to anſwer for that. 

3 Sad times, When God ts ſo dark to bis own people, who 
have found him heretofore, could walk 1n the lizht of ' 1s coun 
tenance and hate therr converſations in ſome meaſure as be- 
come Saints., but now they walke in the dark, and ave fo be- 
ſet with temptations, that they have niuch a doe to hola up, yet 
God ſeems not to regard prayers. Moſt ſincere Chriſtians that 
F meet with,complarn of this. Ee fo 

4 Sad times When thoſe for whom Chriſt hath ſhed his thod, 
are ready to ſhed the {lood one of another, 
5 Sad times, When Chriſtians that 1njoy all the Ordinan- 


ces and Liberties which Chrift hath left to his Charch, yet they 


cannot tell how to walk humlly and regularly under them, but 
:f a whim take them in the head, Officers maſt ſloop to theiy 


humounrs ad errors, or elfe they crack, and rend all into peeces, 


making 10 more of unity | for whith Chrift prayed, azd to 
which Paul from Chriſt fo much exhorted } then of the dirt 
under their ſhoves. 

6 Sad times, When Errors, Hereſies and Schiſmes abound, 
yea, and thoſe who ſeemed to be true Chriſtians, ſhall receive 
that for true dofrine, which before they would have athorred, 


As.” 


++ .- 


* "To the Reader. 
as the doFrine of Arminianiſme, which dot1in Fwondes how 
any that have any experience of God ix their own hearts can 
recerue: nay, if it mere trues they cannot receive it, it is ſo.op- 


. poſite to what experience | beſides the Ward ] witneſſe dat- 


x Was 70t the Idoll of free-will heretofore efteemed among 
Chriſtians as an Image of jealouſie ;, if anyhad in their Sex- 
7018 ſet it up, would not they with 1ndignation have cryed it 
dawne 2. but now that poiſon is drunk dewne and eſteemed 
wholſome liquor. =. | 

1s it not ſufficient to ſay the will afis-as ſreely.zn Converſion, 
[& 4s clear from all coatiton}] a5 it did 1nſinning 2 it ts lead 
by as pure rational grounds,and complains not of the leaſt hin- 
derance of its freedom, _— e thoſe firong deſires, earneſt 


 affeftions mheremith the ſoule 1s carried tall it come to3n Joy 
Chriſt Jeſus, and that ſweet-joy and content the heart findeth- 


72 poſſeſſing of bim:the wil was free ſure in this, way 1 think 
zt n0 falſe dryinity to ſay, -that quan ad actus elicitos,. 
The will cannot be compelled by the bleſſed God himſelf, For: 
what is ſuch an a but inclinatio quzdam procedens ab 
interiori principio. cognoſcente . aud. fixte that motus 
coaus ſit 4 principio extrinſeco paflo rion conferente 
vim, 2.e. reſiſtente per propriam inclinationem, . tum fi 


voluntas,cogi poteſt ad volendum aliquid,vellet & nollet: 


idem objetum, quod eſt impoſhbile. 

But though 1 ſay the will us thus free, yet I ſay with Alvarez. 
Deus per auxilium gratiz. przvenientis, elevat intelle- 
um & voluntatem, & eam movet, ut eliciat-aQtus ſn. 
pernaturales : five.illi {int liberi, aut deliberati, five in- 
deliberati : cumante hujuſmodi auxilium,nullam habe- 
at proximam wrtutemzyel activitatem.intelleus noſter 


& voluntas, ad eliciendos aQtus ſupernaturales, ctiam- in-- 


de liberatos,8& um aiunt,primo primos..: 
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' To the Reader. : 
| 1 ſay alfs with him, quod omnis cauſa ſecunda, five 
Wk. 7 r libera is online ad illud przvium auxili- 
um Dei, 1c habet Paſhve. Thowgh « mar be converted, and 
hate grace. | 
There is enough ſaid in bis 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, Diſpu» 
tations to cruſh this Idol, | 
, 1 could quote enough oat of Bradwardin alſo, I.z. c.zo, 
- De caua Dei, 41,42, 4nd 1.2.C.7. and 9. But I mill content my ſelfe with 
13-629. ore paſſage which did much move me when I read it, Di- 
co, lum nolo pro Deo noſtro habere, qui non 
ſit omnipotens in agendo , qui non habeat omnipo. 4 
tentiffimum dominatum ſuper meam debilem vo- 
tuntatem, qui non poſſet omnipotentifſime facere me 
velle & facere quicquid vellet, qui non habeat volunta. 
tem univerſaliter efficacem, infruſtrabilem & neceſſari. 
am in cauſando, imo cujus voluntas non fit mihi necefſi- * 
tas, &c. Could ax eArch-Biſhop of Canterbury 7z the mid- | 
night of Popery | for it ts above 3e0 years ſince Bradwar- 
din dyed ] and could an eArch Biſhop of Spaine, ſee ſo much 
cauſe to exalt Free grace, and debaſe Free will, azd ſhall 
4 Engliſh Profeſſors xow cry ap this 1doll, when Grace and Chriſt 
have been ſo long taught 2 ; 
So that other vile uncomfortable error, of finall falling away 
from true grace once recerved. 
Is theSurety of the newCovenant grown ſo poor?Heb: 75.32, 
Is the Promiſe now come to be nay, and yea 2 2Cor:1.20, 
Is the Power of God grown weak 2 1 Pet: 1.5. canit not 
preſerve my faith alſo ? | | 
Is the Derreeing will of God become mutable $ 2 Tim: 
2.19. | 
Is the Free Eternall Love of God, berome unconſflant 2 x1 
Joh: 23.1. | } 
De caufa Dci, what ſatth Bradwardin : Credo, quod Deus intrinſece 
1.0.43, 2092 OY ara Ser Shs _ quantum 


. paſſe:: a foundation we know is that which tlyeth in the loweſt 


To the Reader. Ee (3 
quantum fcilicet ad aQum feu affetum intrinfecum vo- 
luntatis, ſemper omnino zqualiter, xque gratuito,xque 
char? dijexit, diligit, & dlliget, juſtifican um, feu julti- 
catum quemcunque, puta Paulum, ante converfioncm, 
in ipſa, & poſt iplam. ; | 
Alvarez ſazth, Perſevergntia eſt Donum, non omni- 
bus commune ſed przdeſtinatorum proprium, ſo ſay pe z —_ 
but he faith morevver, Donum perſeverantiz, in ratione =_ Fragen. | 
Dont perſeverantiz, 8 cfficatia illius, non dependet eti- :. | 
amut a conditione, fine qua non, ex cooperatione no- _ % 
tri arbitrij, ſed ex propoſito, decreto Dei abſoluto 13-%Þ: 122.) 
efficiente,ur homo uſque in finem perſeveret. _ 
Fhere is a 7th. yet to adde. Sad times, When godly men 
ſhall take up fuch principles which if they be folſowed, wil un- 
alermime and deſtroy all our reformation, which hate coft ſo 
many prayers, and ſuch vaſt expences of eſtates, lives, and 
Hood, Let this te oe, If errors be not in the fundamen- 
talls, we ſhould indeed labour to convince Chriſtians, 
but if we cannot, we muſt go no further, but muſt carry 
our ſelves to ſuch perſons in all Church reſpeRts as we do- 
to the Orthodox and Godly, hen we aske what do you cal 


fundamentals 2 we f; nd they are pent ap 12 @ very narrow com- 


place of the building, and Leareth up all that is built apon it 5. 
and remove that, you deſtroy the butlding:That then muſt te 4 
fundamentall point upon which our ſaluation 1s ſo built, as de- 
ny that,and you deſtroy our ſaluation. Arminianiſm zs dented 
to be within this compaſſe of fundamentals,by theſe godly men 
as T have heard them, yea, ſuch men as 1. am ſure are clear e- 
zough from Arminianiſm,and ſuch as I much reverence.Then: 
let us' follow this opinion. 

Suppoſe then there be in a Church ſume memters who deny 
Baytiſme, they acknowledge no ſuch thing, neither of Tnfants 
- 207, 


TotheReader.- | 
7207 others, - but-onely the inward baptiſme of the 5þ irit (. as 2 
know Juch) theſe then you muſt labour to convince, tut if they 
will ot be comvinced you muſt;proceed no further, | fot I be- 
leeve you will not ſay a man cannot be ſaved without Baptiſm, + 
that then is no fundamentall point | theſe perſons berng let | 
alone infe others: ſo at laſt Baptiſme- 1s loſt in that Church, | 
and if it be loſt in one Charch, it may be tn two, Fc. | 
So for the Lords Supper ; ſuppoſe others ſhould deny that,, as 
T know one who hath been reputed for a very godly Chriſtian, 
and 15 I beleeveſiill ſo reputed by many. A brother of mine 
geing in diſcourſe with this perſon about the Lords Supper, the 
Party did affirme unto him, He might goe to the Bakers 
ſhop, and takea Loafe there, and it would doe him as _ +-|- 
much good as that, 7.:e. the bread 13 the Sacrament, We 
Rrow if we conſider the Bread as tread enly, that bread will 
doe 320 good ;, but the Party ſpake tn way of ſcorne of the Sa- | 
crament,as the ſpeech alſo emplyes. Suppoſe many more te of 
that minde in a Church, as now we knoy bow many are above 
Ordinances z yea, and I have heard them who I beleeve are 
truly godly, ſay for the Sacraments,they are externall things; | 
| hut with your favour,they have Divine eAuthority for their 
7nſtitution, they have the Spirit of God to attend them ] and = 
Jo hang as they had Preaching and Prayer they did not much 
ſtand upon them, though I am perſwaded they would enjoy 
them if they could to their minae : but if once this notion, they [ 
are externall things [_and ſo are all Ordinances, though ſome 
the light of Nature doe more difate, others are more juris 


| 
poſitivi ] be taken 1, we may feare what will be next; nowT © {| 
fay, ſuppoſe your Members ſhould deny the Lords Supper, you $ 
muſt labour to convince them, but proceed no further ; for 1 
hope you do z20t tye ſal uation to'this ; if ſo,then thoſe Miniſters | 

| bave done very ill, that have had no Sacraments for dryers ; | 
yeares together : The Lords Supper, that is gone alſo Ly this 
 openion, © | | So 


ET — 
”_ Pon 


hng to the Church, but to the ( ruill Magiſtrate 5 and ſome 
Churches have wanted it alſo + That 1s gone alſo by this opt- 
7108. 

For ſinging of Pſalmes, that 1s eſteemed rediculow, and 
EE 7, Tots of Charch © Members. Some de- 
ay the Ordinance, ( as | kaow ſuch ) ſome omit it under a 
whim of the mixed multitude, ſuch we hacve in ſome Churches, 
whoſe - conſctences are very tender, for joyning with mixed ' 
mulcitudes:inſuch Ordinantes ; but if you aske what perſons 
are theſe in their converſations, 1 can ſay, that for pride, and 
for following of faſhions they are ſo noted, that moſt doe abbor 
them, where they ve. O tender Conſcience. 

we have no Ordirances left then, but Prayer and Preach- 
zng, for preaching by perſons in office, that is cried downe, 4 
gifted Brother is as good as any Black: coate, As for 'Prayer, 
when the Spirit moyes us | ſuppoſe but once in @ moneth, or 
qaarter of a yeare | then we will pray, and not elſe ; .ſo that for 
my part 1 cannot ſee but this Optnton will ſtub up all the Or- 
ainaxces , where then 1s .our Reformation that hath coſt 
ſo much 2 | . 

Theſe few things I have mentioned, that Rob. Purnell 
may ſee the Presbyteriall Maniſters are not in a dreame when 
they ſay, they are ſad rimes; when God heals theſe things, 1 
beleeve they will ſay, they are good times, 

If you ſay, No, 1 doubt they will not, they muſt have your 


' Congregational Churches downe firſt, 


I beleeve for many of them, Jober, moderate, learned, and 
godly men, they doe not ſiand upon that, if Congregational 
men would but forbeare one thing ; and for: my part {| with ve- 
ſpeft to our ( ongregationall men ) I muſt needs joyne with 
the Presbyteriall brethren in that potnt, 'as 1 have done ever 
ſince I came inno England ; that is in this, Suppoſe a godly 

Ghts B Moni- 
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| To the Reader. Y 
_ Sofor _— that the Eraſtians telus, doth 2108 &8- | 


Minifterable, fc. liveth in a Pariſh, be bath twenty or more, 
Dedhon, i may be a bundred, nay two handed viſible Saints in big 
| Pariſh ; they all have thus liberty, if any come to the Sarra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, who are knows to any of the Bre- 
threz to be guilty of ſome fins, which make them unfit for the 
Ordinance. Let them come 11 and teſtifie againſt them , 
[ which they muſt doe 11 any Church however conſtstmted] they 
aye debarred unleſſe they can grue ſatisfaF1on, all perſons are, 
beſides all examined by the Officers z* the ' Brethren have free 
power given them 1x eleftion of Officers | as in Dedham ] 
zhere the Miniſters gave the. people ſo much liberty in the 
ehoyce of their raltng Elders, that they would not ſo much as 
nominate any, hand left it to the Fraternity, to nominate 
the perſons whom they would have, as the caſe ſflbod in that 
Charch there might be ſome reaſon, but elſe I ſhould ( under 
favour) tlame thoſe Miniſters for doing ſo; were not you 
members of the Church as well as they 2 and ought not you, 
( hauing more skgll to judge of the fitneſie of a perſon for the 
Office ) to have gone before them 1n the Elef10n 2 |} but yet all 
this will net doe, though they called the Miniſter, or Mini- 
ſters to the place, have joyned with them in all Ordinances be- 
fore, conſtantly attended upon their Minftery, have thes li- 
berty granted, and may partake in Ordinances without ſinne, 
Jet a great part of theſe depart from the Officer, from the 
- His Prefice to Church, Schiſmatzically | 1 cannot efteeme tt leſſe | and anc- 
bis ſurvey of ther Arnifter Lump by, be takes theſe 1nto his Charch. Holy 
Chr. Diſc. Hooker thought, To- ſeparate from Congregations for 
want of ſore Ordinances, or to ſeparate from the true 
Worſhip of God, becauſe of the finne of ſome Wor- 

ſhippers, is unlawtull. ; 
If Congregationall men would take what they finde in ther 
owne Pariſhes, and if there be another Pariſh by, where there 
& zo Manifter |, as ſuch there are ] or if ſo few pt —_— 
G& 
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the Lovds Supper," that the Xdiniſter cannot with corrfort a> 
miniſterit in his owne Pariſh, and ſo himſelſe, and the feipbe 
hath joywe with this Church; or if a Miniſter will give his 
conſent ' to let bis people joyne with this Congregationall 
Charch; 1 know the Presbyteriall Miniſters will allow this, 
for they pratiſe it themſelves, if indeed there be no Minifter 
na place, and afterward a godly man be chiſen znto the Pa- 
r:ſh then they would reſigne up thoſe Members which lie in 
his Payiſts to him agatne, and this is good; for my part, 
thoſe who will z0t be content with this, but will prathiſe:ac- 
cording to that dividing Principle that ſome doe, to take 4- 
way the godly Chriſtians againſt a godly Miniſters conſent, 
when he hath ſufficient comfortably to goe through all Ordi- 
' ances, that man ſhall not be eſteemed tn my heart for one 
who followeth peace, but a ſeeker of diviſion. 

If any Chriftzan have a minde to exjoy ſomething which 
may behad in another Church, let him, | I know what could 
be ſaid here | remove his dwelling tnto that Towne, and then 
there ts 20 offence given ; if you thinke it will hinder you a 
little in your eſtate, &c. friend, they who went to New Eng- 
land for true Liberty of Conſcience, payed dearer for it then 
you doe here. | 

Neither am I ſatisfjed concerning the praftiſes of ſome 
Congregationall Churches here, as 1. 1n that ridgedexami- 
ration they make of their Members ( ſome I am ſure, whether 
all their Members are ſo examined I know not :) The Rules 
T have ſet downe are theſe. 1. A Perlon profeſling the 
ſenſe of his undone condition by ſinne, an utter empti- 
neſſe in himſelfe to help himſelfe out from that. condi- 
tion, and ſo profeſlſeth his relying upon Jeſus Chriſt on- 
ly for ſalvation: 2. His knowledge competent. 3.His 
Converſation ſuch as doth not crofle his Profeſſion, by 
2oigy ie hey ings ne, VII IR 
*) Ws 2 cutyY. 
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| To the Reader. 
duty. 4. His ſabjeion to Diſcipline. 7 goe by theſe 
Tales, and thinke they are as firaight as the rules the eApaſiles 
wept by; but 1 am blamed by ſome for being too large, and 
have other notzons buzzed into the Heads of my peaple., 
[ though ( through merty ) I know of none of my people, ether 
fy-town with the errours of the trmes,zor any crack among us, 
tut we are all one, the Lord continue it : | eAS perſons who 
are admitted into Chatches muſt grue an account from iq to 
pornt, bow God carried them on 1y converſion ;, alſo ſome 
Church muſt have the Members g1te account,. in what Pro- 
mifes God hath manifeſted Himſel'e to them, as requiſite. to 
their admiſszen, For theſe perſons and praiſes I foul grue 
them oze word at the end of my Buoke. 


Learned Ameſius [ to whom the Congregationall men axe 
woo I : 2. not alittle beholden, and T am ſure he 1s much' honoured a- 
"” morng us | ſaith, 11 arſwer toBellarmin : 1t zs falſe, that ;n- 
ward reall graces are required of the reformed Churches, to 
make a man a-member of a Viſitle Church, bis words carry 
that ſence I am ſure : Falſumeſt, internas. virtutes requirt 
a nobis, ut aliquis fit in Eccleſia quoad viſibilem ejus 
fatum. 7 wrong x0t his fence though I put tz other words... 
" _—_—_ <f The Churches of New England ſay, 1n admiſsion, ſeveris 
Coafeſ. * ty of examination muſt be avoyaed.. 


Char, dif. C. 12* 
SR£4 


For my part. I looke at the converſation moſt,” that #, Ar- 
gumentum artificiale z all thery Relations, Diſcourſes, 
[: though fome, where converſation anſwer, it us excellext to 
beare their relations of Gods working Jare but Argumenta 
inartificiliaz | | 

1 That flriQneſſewhich will content Chriſt in his viſitle 
Kringdome may well content us. 

2. Neither am I ſatisfied in thu : The putting of perſon to 
make their Relations of the work of Grace, before all theChurch. 
The Brethren ſay they will haveitſo; and here we muſt have a 

; great: 


. Tothe Reader; 
great many perſons to pleaſe, 'and their wills muſt be the rule 
of atmiſsion. | | 


, Hook. Surv; 


To bave perſons examined by. the Elders [. to wheſe office # Chur. Di 


dath belong, and not to the Fraternity, by. your leave ] and to c.1« 
have thoſe relatrens brought to the Fraterutty by. the Elders, 
and owned bythe perſon as in Gods preſence, this will not grue 
content, but all the brethren muſt bear the perſon himſelfe, or 
herſelfe make the relation before them: And nowmwehave 
John 4d Robert, 8c. to pleaſe, they have ſome thing to 
queſtion, aud the perſon muſt ſuite all their bumors, or elſe 
ſome ſtir is made.. It 16 a muſerable thing. when the pleaſing 
of ſeverall mens humours tis made therule of admiſſion, Let 
thoſe Johns andRoberts e/ferve what is the Market meaſure,, 
and bring their ſpirits to that,and let not every.mans Sþirit be 
the meaſure 1n adm ſons, | | 
_ 04jef. But we muſt know them whom we admit inr 
to our Soctety;?. *. - - | | 
Anfſ:So you do zn their Comverſation as well as JourOfficers; © 
and this 15 the maine. The other alſo you know mediately by 
your Officers. | | 
The teſt Scripture that ever I heard alledged by theſe,. ts 
that of 1 Pet. 3-15. But if you firaine that placeta prove 
that every one.that is to be admitted into aChurch, muſt per- 
ſoaally grve a relation. before all the Church of the worke of 
God upon 'them from poent to pozmt , 1 doubt. you will 
wring the Text till thod come. Much might be ſaid concer+ 
ning this Text,hut Tleaveit. Other Scriptures Thave heard . 
alledged to prove this, but ſo weakly that Inill not name 
them. © | - , 
. That #5 nt the way of admi ſfron,wherein the leaft Lamb of 
Cbriſt ſhould be beaten off. - | | 
' Butin this way, many lambs of Chriſt muſt te beaten off ;, 
for a» we think all true-Chriftians are atle to give an account 
| 5 WR before. 


'To the Reader. 
[before a whole Church 2 Nay, T kno w the contrary, many ave 
ſo fearful, confounded { as I may ſay ) they know n0t what to 

ſay,and bence ſometimes go away with diſcouragement. 
Beſides,do not Miniſters know what pains they are forced to 
take with ſome poor Chriſtians when they are alone, todraw 
out from them, what God hath done for them, [ like Danie), 
they muſt go and tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream ] azd theſe 
very godly ones. but to pat theſe to Speak before others,s to have 

them ſay nothing. | 
| Iz New England dvers Churches admit women thus by 
| - Mr. m_— their relating firſt to the Elder, or Elders, and then to the 
Chanh, Se Charch, but many women are more able to ſpeak and relate 
| Sarv.of Church the worke of God on their hearts thez many men are, and yet 
| Ai pat3.Þ:.6. cogly perſons alſo. AY 
ObjeR. But you Elders are apt to be corrupted,and you 
may ſo decetve us. | 

Anſw., But their converſation you know, whether it doth 
contradi8 the relation made ly your Elders, 

Do. you think that perſons making their relations Lefoye 
you, ts theſure way to keep out all Hypocrates, if ſo; you ſaid 
ſomething. But have knowne by experience ſuch as have | 
made relations of the worke of G od on their hearts from pornt to 
point, before all the Congregation, whom yet at that time I 
ad feare to be but rottes, and ſoit proved, by 

But to put an end to this, Let me give the Reader one ſtory, 
There was a godly poor plaine woman tn New England, 

- ek vejter of pho lay ſick {| which ſickneſſe ended her life ] the * Paſtor of 
_S$alisbury, 7 a » | 
the Church went to viſit her, and treating with her concern- 
71g eternity, how ſhe was provided, the woman it ſeems aid 
#ever uſe to ſpeak, but little,but now ſhe opened her hears more: 
O Sir, ſa:d ſhe, to the Miniſter,when the Sabbath came, 
I was in heaven, &c. The Miniſter told me that if that wo-" 
maz had beenreceived as others were in ſome Churches, ſhe 


muſt 


+ Abad, 

; "maſt never have been joyned to the Church": tell meI pray you- 
how many of ourChurch Members are in heaven when the$ab- 
bath comes, Amway then with ridgedreſſe» and theſewayes of 
admiſs5on , whereby many a. fincere heart may bee beaten 


What our Congregationall Churches do with- Errours 7 
know not, for I am but ſeldome abroad to inquire; lat the 
general frame of Independents 1#,zo be Tery large tn that way. 
of tollerating ſuch luffe iz: theChmrches : 1 ſhal ſay xo more but 
this, 1know the Elders of New England very wel,therr lear- 
ning, bolineſſe,cloſe-walking with God,their firiineſſe a ainft 
errors tn their Churches, if our Congregationall Churches be: 
-- ſoghur are gone beyontl New England, Forly ſay, fare- 
well, 

!- Now to grue an account to the Reader wh I appear 7n Print,, 

[be:728 conſcious to my ſelfe of my owne weakneſſe, berng bro- 

\ kenfrom my ſtudy inthe prime of my years, from erghteen years 
of age to twenty eight, and what time I could get in them years 
I ſpent inthe ſtudy and praftife of Phyfick in that wildernes, til 
theſe times changed,and then I changed my ludies to Diuini- 
ty:]The reafon,1 ſay.of my appearing thus 1s this. being tran- 

| ded by Mr.Edwards for az Independent, izthe firft part- 

= ofhis Gangrene, where there is one whole Letter concerns 
me, and that 1s all falſe, being meerly miſtakes, the next Let- 
ter (half of it) concerns me alſo, and| excepting that I preach- 
ed and was n0t in orders] that alſo ts falſe. I belerue the Gen + 
tleman that wrote thoſe Letters, if they were ow to be written- 
would nos do it. I cannot point the Reader in what page to find 
thoſe Letters, for I have z0t the book, But being by him bran-- 
ded thas,and.ſo others looked upon me when.T was ordained,1' 
did declare to the Elders and the Congregation, how farre F 
owned Independency, that 7s, That a Church Organized 
and walking regularly, might execute all the pow- 
A 


>. 


er. of | the Keyes within it ſelfe; - But if this were 
the meaning of it, Viz. Here 14s a Charch, and we have 
all poper within our ſelves, therefore wee will. praiſe 
thus; or ſo as we pleaſe, aud wee will maintaine (uh 
or ſuch Opinidns, and will give wo account to other 
Churches which ſhall deſire a reaſon of our Opinions, and 
prafiſe, and ſo grue an uccount , as either. to prove out 
what we doe by arguments drawne from the Word, or elſe ſub- 
.mit tothe judgement of other Churches, our praftiſes and op:- 
nons being confuted by the Word ; or if the caſe be more dark, 
.and cannot ſo quickly be determined, then to walke with fuch 
tenderneſſe, :and due refeft to other Churches, as it may ap- 
peare to be only pure conſcience that ts the ground of any FA 
rent prafiiſe, cleaving cloſe 1n the meane time to thiſe other 
Charches in all other points where we agree, againſt Erroars, 
Sefs, rc. fuch Independency as deny this, T1 concetve tt to 
be an invention of a white Devill, to make a religious bridge 
over to all errours 11 opinion and prafliſe, 

Hence | having drvers ſuch perſons 1n my Pariſh as the 
queſizon mentions, who when they come to me to have their 
children Baptized, all the argument they grue me #5, other 
Miniſters 4: baptize all ; and therein Ipraftiſe diflerext- 
h from other Miniſters, whom I efteeme farre before me 1n 
holineſſe, learning. axd gifts | I thought I was bound to grue 
ar account to other Miniſters, what are the grounds of my 
pratiiſe, in refuſing ſuch for the preſent z that I might there- 
by get anſwer tomy ſcruples, and ftirre up more able men, who 
prafiiſe as I doe, to undertake the controverſie; that ſo when 7 
haveſeene the queſtzon-fairely, and lovingly diſcuſſed, I may 
either prafiiſe as they doe, if I ſee all 1s taken off that can be 
ſaid; or otherwiſe may not have ill thoughts concerued ar 
£ainſt me for this different prafiiſe. = | 
T bave not in my Queſtion ſet up a man of Straw, and 


p ſhoote 


_ 


ſhoote at bim my ſelfe,, as if there were no ſuch perſons amongſt 
ei; there are ndhy Fame of which it may be" truly ſud, 
. They are families that call not on thy name ; ſome goe 
to thety meate like Swize, for 1gnorance'im my Pariſh; am 
not willing to print what Thave found ( and yet meanes they 
have had before 1 came. bvely and qaicke | but the 1gyorance 
. 4s ſuch of ſome, and alſo trother Pariſhes, that if I ſhould 
privrt what ar.ſwers I have had from ſome, and others alſo 
have feund 11 thery Pariſhes, when they brought therr cyrl- 
area to be baptized, and this in Eſſex, not 1» Cumberland 
and them parts ; the Reader would ſtarce beleeve it were poſ- 
fible to be true. Same to nhom 1 related things by word of 
mouth, told not have beleeved the rhings, only-they had that 
charitable opinion of me, that 1 would ns; the. Search, O M- 
niſters eſpecially, tz your Country Panſhes, and you will finde 
22norance enough 1 feare ; it made me call to minae that fa- 
mons flory which bleſſed Pemble velates in his Sermon. of, 
the miſchiete of Ignorance, concerning 4 man of ſixty . 
. yeares of age 3 Who had heard in his life time between 
two and three thouſand Sermons, and lived civilly, who 
_ being queſtioned-on his Death-bed what he thought of 
God, anſwered, He thought he was a good old man; 
And what of Chrift > That he was a towardly young 
youth ; - And of his Soule > It was a great bone in his 
body ; And what ſhould become of his Soule after he 
was dead ? [That if he had done well he ſhould have 
been put into a-pleaſant greene: Meddow, This maz v6 
ot aloze ſaith Afr. Pemble. 6 

A's for prophaneneſie, andſcoſſng at godiineſſe; I wiſh we 
bad not too much proofe of it. | pt 
. For n0-ſubmiſcen to Diſcipline; 1 know Fuch ascannot 
deny but that Charch Diſceplene us an Ordinance of God, the 
bebs of Mat, 18. 15, 26, &c+ ys convince them ; they 


bave 
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have alſo acknowledged, that if they dzd not promiſe me toſub- 
jea to Diſcipline,” 1 had'no power over them, and yet they 
would not ſubje8. to Diſcipline 5 Shall men come and picke 
what Ordinances they lift, and walke as they lift, and I ſhall 
have no power over them, to help to're-garne them 2 

Concerning this oneword, 1 know many Miniſters ſcorne 
that Notion, that an explicite Covenant # the Forme of a 
particular wiſible C burch ; ſome Profeſſors are ſo rigid for the 
exphcitereſſe of the (ovenant, as without it they deny all 
Churches, and will not joyne 1n 4 Sacrament with them : 
Theſe, if we tell them Mr. Hooker, and the Elders of New 
England dare not put the formality of a ( burch in the expl;- 
citeneff of the Covenant, they make wery light of them men, 
[ Ignorance and Pride meete together | then 1 bave bid ſuch, 
grue me one good Argument to prove 1t ;but though they could 
make ſo light of ſuch worthies, - all the wit they had could not. 
produce one Scripture, or one Argument. I never met with 
the ike pride and ignorance in Profeſſors, and yet thinke 
themſeltes alle to teach others, and ſcorne the Blacke- 
coates., SS 

But if our Divines caſt off a Covenant, or mutual Ex- 
gagement, [ call it nhat you will ] to walke with God," anil one 
xt:h another, &c. from leing the Formeof a Charch, let the 
Covenant be expliciie, or implicite, 1 would gladly ſee what 
they make the Form z, 1 have read ſomething, and heard ſome- 
thing concerning it, but for ought 1 can'ſee, they are either 
ſuch things as follow a Church, conflitated tn its eſfentiall 
cauſes, and ſo cannot be the Formez or they dee not tee 
that which a Forme muſt, 7. e. Diſtinguere Eccleſiam ab* 
_ | NNN nf bo 

Eat this T will affirme, though expliciteneſſe te not eſſer- 
. tzail tothe Eſſt formale of 4 Chanch, "get you well finde 4 al. 
woſt required to the elle of yhe Government of the Church : 

; fn 
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Government 1 that emplictte OO ch ur 1x every 
Parechiall Congregation; yet when: you: come to. exerciſe D1- 
ſaplize, you wil Fad ſome Memes explicitely ſtubba = 
ſtiffe, and then this implicite conſent, they will ſparne at theer 
heeles. FOE. et - 

1 know it Ly good experienee, when a Church member hath 
fallen, if {had oxly the implictte conſent of bong under Dz- 
ſeiphine, my ſelſe, aud the reſt of the Brethren, when we went 
privately firft to tring ſuch a one to a ſight of bus ſinne, &c. 
we might have re;urned as niſe as wewent; but having this 
hold apon the perſon, by his Covenant to be ſubje# to that rule, 

Mat..18, &c: we could not leave bim, being engaged to him, 

[ elſe we would have done it, through that too much ftiffene([e 
_ we found in the perſon] nor could he fly off from us, untill (God 
Leſsing our endeavours ) we obtarned our end, | 

Apollonius, who writeth "againſt Independents, and a 

Charch Covenant, yet in bis firſt chap. where he ſheweth 
what qualifications they require in Members, ſaith this is one; 
Ut Diſcipline ſe ſe ſubjiciant, #2 his ſecond Chap. con- 
cerning the Church Covenant, he ſaith thus , Concedimus, 
foedus aliquod tacitum ſeu virtuale effe inter membra u- 
nius & ejuſdem particularis eccleſiz externz ; quo obli- 
gantur ad mutua illa officia przſtanda, quz a membris 
eccleſiz viſibilis ad particularem ſuam ecclefiaſticam 
communionem exiguntur, &c. ard for the explicetenes 
of the ('rvenant, he ſaith, it 15 not unlawfull ; but it ſeemes 
they muſt explicitely promiſe to be ſubje& to Diſcipline, I think, 
what he ſaith will very well content Congregational men, 

_ If Diſcipline be an Ordinance, then the conſiztutton of 4 


Church muſt be ſuch, as that Ordinance may regularly be ex- 
ecuted, . or elſebere 45 az Ordinance, but no way to execute tt. 


But bow can this be executed without @ free conſent unto it, 


C 2. being 


for though 1 grant there an implcie ravſent to Church 
4 
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Tothe Reader. 
being this Churth yelation ts not xaturall | 4s Father and 
childe] but free ? C9; 
 Whatlearned My.Hooker, and My.Norton hath ſaid, to 
prove this to be the Form, 1 ſuppoſe, not lightly eſteemed by 
learned men. | 
Now though I differ from other Miniſters in this prafiife, 
get I hope our difjerence is not ſo great, becauſe it is onely 11 
the extent of the Ordinance; as for Infant- Baptiſme , 
there, Ifully accord with them. And further I will ſay q 
Firſt 14a it 7208 out of any afſeation to be thought more 
boly wy athers;1 haveſuch a heart within, that I hathe ſuch a 
thought; | 
EY Neither do 1 efteem other Miniſters the leſſe, ox 
cenſure them for baptizing more largely then 1 ao. 
>, - Thirdly, 1 can truely ſay, It hath been and ic a mat- 
ter of ſhame to me, to think I ſhould differ from other Mi- 
niſters.ſo Holy and Learned, confidering my. owne vileneſſe 
aud weakreſje. | 
Fourthly, Neither dare 1 ſay it is pure Conſcience that 
makes me thus praiſe, for to have. a pare tender conſtience 
indeed, T look ont as ſuch an excellent thing, that I conſent 
to Mr, Rutherford» ſaying, he that challengeth it, doch 
challenge the flower and garland of all godlineſſe. | 


| Bib,Conſ.p.19 


clearly anſwer me, and ſo may differ a Iatle in this practiſe 
from ather godly Minifters, yet in other pornts, rant | 
baptiſts, Antinomians, Anti- Sabbatarians, Non Sin- 
gers of Pfalmes, Arminians , Socinians, with the rour 
theſe new upſtart Preachers, 1 ſhall chave as choſe to 
em as 1 can. For theſe latter, although the Errors where- 
with all of them | 1 think 1 may ſay | are tainted , te argu- 
ment ſuſſitient againſt them , yet I mould adde one word. 


more 


Fiftly, This 1 promiſe,that if I cannot find that which ſhalt 3 


The affirmatrue part of the ſecond Commanadement is, that 
the ordinances, or means of tnſtitmted worſhip be kept pure ac+ 
cording to the inſtitution ; Now as Chriſt hath appoimed Or- 
dinances, ſohe hath appointed Officers orderly to chſpenſe theſe, 
and bath ſet them down mhat Officers he ml have in bs wCharch, 
the rules alſo how theſe Officers muſt be qaabfred ant ſet apart 
20 theſe Offices. Theſe officers then arereduced to this ſerond 


Commandement by able Diunes, and ſince they muſt be re+ Amel. med.the 
duced to ſume Commanidement | for it 4# not in our power to) ©-13+ thine | 


fet up 'nwhat Officers wee hift ] then certainly they belong to 
that Commandement: In fetting up Officers then, men muſt 
hold to the Tnftatution the Commandement Lindes us, now 
the rule tels us befides their perſonal qualities, for miniſterial 
qualities, they muft be 5 Tim. 2. 2. able men, able to teach 


their hearers, able to oppſe gaine-ſazers, Tit. 1. 9. The & Ameſcined the, | 
eRion by the people that is granted, [though mack might here. 39-h.34 _ | 


be ſaid, what need the people have of the » ffiftance of the neigh- 
bour Minifters to judge of the abilitzes of the Minifler whom 
they chooſe. ] Then the ord;zation of this perſon, which whether 
zt be in the power of the Fraternity to gzve it formally, I woul 
gladly ſee more then T have done as yet, but mhereſoever the 
power is, Ordination muſt be, Heb: 6.2. it is one of the heads 


of the Catechiſm, Many expound that laying on of hands, 


to be of Confirmation; but _ the judgement of Pareus, My, 
yr the Separate, My.Hooker of New England, Dick- 
on Gilleſpie, XC. all which expound ir of Oldination, good 
reaſons may be gfven why it muſt te ſo interpreted, and not of 
Confirmation. = GY FLO 
Thus then to ofſerve theſe Retes 7s to walk according to the 
Commandement, but elſe, toomit theſe, 1x to croſſe the mind 
of the Commandement. Do theſe upſtart Preachers anſwer theſe 
Rules 2 I wonder at the boldneſſe of men, who think that the 


worke of a Minifter 1s only vo ſpeak a few honeſt things, and 
Cc 


3 hence- 


. 
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bexce they having beard much, and having Englih Boukes 
by them | ſcorning the learued men who were the eAuthars of 
them ] and a told face with them, thinks it enough 10 fur- 
ziſh them for a Pulpit : 1 doe not deſire to Tdoltze learning fo 
much as to have the ſoules of people ſtarved for want of lear- 
red Preachers : But if there were men found out, well gifted, 
godly, ſound in the Truth, ſeparated to the worke, with ſame 
able karned Divines to goe along with them into thoſe darke 
corners, let them goe; and the will of God be done: But if 
l-arning had recerued ſo much encouragement as i: might, 
706% to make Miniſters Arch- Biſhops | we need not 
have gone to the London Apprentices for e Miniſters, we 
might hate had able young Schollars to have filled the Chur- 
ches of England, without this exrontous Generation, that now 
ſow therr ſeed whereſoever they doe come. 

1 am confident the ableſt Miniſter i England findeth ſo 
much tn the ſtudy of Drumity, that if bis life were to be as 
long 4gatre as it t5,he ſhould finde enough to fill bis head and 
heart, and-yet ſay, 1 come ſhort. Rob. Purnell Iabours mach 
about that text, 2 Pet. 3. 16. 1 his Epifile to the Presbyte- 
rians, the which Epiſile the moze I read it, and otſerve his 
language to them, being many of them wtery holy, gracious, a- 
ee learned men, the more my Firtt riſes againſt him, the Spt- 
1it of Chrift would have taught him more manners towards 
ſuch equals ( if they be his equals ) it may te they are his ſupe- 
YIOUTS 112 age and place; 1 know nothing of the max but by 
his Bocke, which I wonder any ſatocury Chriſtian ſhould de- 
light in," but 1 ſhall ſay this only to him; Let all Chriſtians 
which are not learned, eſſe the Lord for learned ones, the 
learned and godly Black-coats ; Doe n0t diſcover your folly 7 

 ashing, Whyſos 2.1 ſay this, many a man with the com- 
mon gifts of the Spirit, ſhall by the belpof eArts and Tongues 
firade out the meaning of Pauls Epiſtles, and other parts of the 
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_ To tlic Reader. 
word, when a Chiiftian who bath ſound grate, but wanting 
learning, ſhall be able to grve no interpretation, or a falſe oe, 
a 1 have heard eminent Saints doe, yea 11 plaine Scriptures. 


dare avow this, that hever ſince the begining of the 
world, could a man be found to ſpeake againſt Learning, 
but an ignorant man) neither 1s it like, nay. I may aver, 
it is impoſſible that-any but .ſuch wil: be found ro the 
end of the world : Learning hath ſo much. of God in it, 
that it never -had, nor will haze any enetny but igro- 
Tance., 

: Let me but trouble the Reader with one thing more,and thea 
I ſhall: proceed, Some poſs:bly take advantage from New 
England, where at the firſt the Fraternity did ordaine their 
Officers [; ſince 1 came away 1 heare the Miniſters of other 
Charches have ordained Elders in their neighbour Churches} 

"— that doth zot belp oar wilde praftiſes here, for © omuting 0- 
ther things) when ever there was any Church to be gathered 
in a new Plantation, there was notice firſt gruen to the Coun- 
try, the cruvill Magiſtrate, and the Miniſters, with Meſſen- 

gers from other Churches were there _e, to heare thoſe per- 
ſons relate their work of grace,and alſo therr confeſs10n of faith, 
that be ſure they were ſound tn the fatth, elſe the Cruill Power 
would ſoone have taken a courſe with them. The Miniſter they 
chiſe, eſpecially if a young man, before he came to the day of 
Ordination; preached at ſome Lefure where the Elders met and 
beard him, and thus all was carried on with the preſence of - 
theſe Perſons : but what is this to your gathering of Churches 
here, when a company of Anabaptiſts ( or others ) ſhall mecte-. 
together in a chamber, and chuſe one out fyom them, and ordain 
him for a Paſtor (forfooth) as in a Towne by ws, they bave made 
a Hop-merchant their Paſtor, a fellow all the week long up 10 
the eares in the morld,and when the Sabbath cames,he PR_ 
7 | they 


3- 1 would anſwer himrin the words of ble fſed Burroughs; >] frenp, £8, 79.7 : 


Eloyfaantgividbetwhcd they cal the Lords Sapper, to 


"If any ſhall obje# againſt me, my predehing ſo long: without 
Ordination, I anſwer: 1. 1 never contemned the Ordinunte. 
2. 1 would never have come 1nto a Pulpit, :f I bad not intex- 
ded to have been Ordained. 3. T did endexvoar to have ſome 
Minifters to Ordaine me, two yeares before 1 could obtatne it, 
becauſe of troubles, 4. 7, he reaſon why did delay ut, was, be 
cauſe I would have it tn the place auf I was thoſex, and mt 


in another _ from my people, which 1 apprehended nat to 
be ſo regular 


The blefled Prophet of his Church, Teach us z the 
ſame bleſſed King, lead 'us, not wato, but zzto all his 
Truths, T heotctoalh, Pragicall : Fortdter, ſuanyter. 


So prayes the unworthieſt of all 
Chrifis Miznſters : 


hn. 


d Ye thus, 


VIZ. 


Whether the Minifters of England are boynd by 
the. Word of God, to Baptize\the Children of all 
fach Parents, which ſay, they beleeroe im Jeſus 
(Criſt ; but are grofly tgnorant, ſcandalous in 
their converſations, ſcoffers at godlineſſe, and re- 
faſe to ſubmt to Church-Difcipline ? 


im Wo things I muſt premiſe, which will give 
TS HEERTS) occaſion ro move two Queſtians, which 

IP "EY tend much to the clearing of the queſtion 
| zz | in hand: 


BA 2: Theficſt thiog I premiſe is this; The 
Ih FS <Z o Infant thac is to be Baptized, if we confi- 
—— dcricin ic fclfe as abſtcafted fromthe Pa- 
rent, givesno reafon for it ſelfe why it ſhould be Bapeized; 
I baptize not this Childe rather then that, by vertye of any 
Argument drawne from the childe ; confidered as it is in its 
ſelfe without relation to the Parent, this appeares preſeatly ; 
for ſuppoſe in a Pariſh there ſhould live Chriſtians, Indians, 
Tarkes, and all had Children, and one ſhould bring a childe 
to the Miniſter to Baptize it; and he knew not whole it was, 
I ſuppoſe tie would aske the quiion whoſe is ic? for ic 
miles Turkes, or Indians childe, as well ag a Chriſti- 
ang, now what need he aske the queſtion, Whoſe is it ?. it is 
Homo, whoſe (oever it is, Baptize it;no ſure,no Miniſter would 


D 2Al 


| f 2 Allchildrenthen are Baptized by vertue of the Parent; 
one or both, ever confide ing the childe in: relation to-the 
Parent, being the brafich of fach a root, and fp1 take inthe 
childe together with the Parent. Hence: we fay commonly, 
they muſt be children borne in the Chorch3;that is, of fa 
Parents as are members of the Church, being a ſociety of vi- 
ſible Saincs, joyned together by way of Covenant, to exerciſe 
an holy communion with God in Chriſt,” and ſo one with a- 
nother according to the order of the Goſpel, for I preſume 
none are ſo ſottiſh to underſtand-a' Church to be that place, 
which (-by a metonymie of the ſubje& ) we call a Church, 
nor the Pariſhes men live in, which never were of an Eccle- 
fiaſticall conſtitution. ME Wt ie 1e04 Bak, » Wk 

Upon this ground ſtand all our arguments againſt the Ana- 
bapriſts,and if.chis be taken away, Infant-baptifme muſt fall. 

There is indeed one argument uſed by our Divines, A- 
meſivs, and others with him, but it is not an argument drawne 
from what the childe doth give, but what it can- receive. 
This ic is; in the workingof that inward grace,of which Baptiſm 
is the figne and ſeale, all who partake of that grace, are but meere 
Patients, ard contribute no more. then a Childe, ergo, it may be 
baptized. Burt here if we confider the childe with this argu- 
ment, without reſpe& te the Parent ; ſee how the argument 
will run. . | 

All that are Subje&s. capable of that grace to which Bap- 
tiſme is a {igne and ſeale, they may be baptized. 

Bat the children of Turkes, and Indians, are SubjeQs capa- 
ble of that grace, to which Baptiſme is a'figne and ſeale ; Er- 
go their Children may be baptized: 

Hence then that argument which is ſo offen ( bug indif- 

"creetly Yuſed ; what though the Parents be never ſo wicked, 
what doe- you know what the childe may prove; many a 
wicked man may have good children, they may be ele&; Et 
coxtra,this ſay proves an argument of no ſtrength;for eleRion 
1sno rule for me to goe by, I will ſay the ſame of the Indians 
children, eſpecially now in New England, what do you know 
but that this or that Childe may be Ele&, prove godly, 
though the Father be an Indian. A ſuppoſition De future, i8 
20 rule for me to giye the ſcale of the Covenant at this pre- 

, 4 | ſent, 


» 


(43; 
the Childe 45 ai Covenariter, buc 
that is in the Parent. TE F 22et2302 7 
' 'Thisrule warrants any Miniſter comfortably to admini- 
ſter chat Ocdinance';' here is a Parent, (one or both ) vi- 
ſibly in Covenant with God, and a viſible member of Chrifts 
Church, 1 doe therefore adminiſter the-ſeale ofthe Covenanc' 
unto this childe by vertue of this Parent, according to that 
command given to Abrabam, the Father of Beleevers, with 
whom when the Lord entxed into Covenant, 'and layed the 
foundation of the Church viſible in his Family, he took his 
Seed. into Covenant with him, and commanded that they 
with him ſhould keep that ſeale of his Covenant. Now as the 
ſecond Commandement bindes us, that whatever Worſhip, 
* erQOcdinances God ſhall ſetup, whether thoſe under the Old 
Teſtament, or theſe under the New Teſtament, yet be ſare 
they be kept-pure 3 the moratty ofthe command is the ſame, 
though the forme of Worſhip is changed : So the moralicy 
( as I may ſay ) ofchat command ſtinds thas; that let God 
appoint that Seale of Circumcifton to be the initiating Seale 
under the Old Teſtament, or this of Baptiſme under the 
New -Teftament, yet the children of vifible Beleevers-muſt 
have the initiating Seale. This I doe beleeve upon many 
grounds moving me toit, and ſhill doe fo, till the Anabap- 
tiſts can bring me expreſſe Scriptures out of the New Tefta- 
ment, where God hath caſt off che children of beleeving. Pa- 
rents, whom under the Old Teftament he tooke into Cove- 
nant with their Parents ; The _ will buy by the 
meaſure of exprefle Scriptures, let them fell by the ſame 
meaſure. 
Queſt, But bere now comes ina Bueſtion ; What Parent dee you 
*meane, the immediate Parent only, or the Predeceſſors ? for ſuppoſe 
the immediate Parent be as your queſtion mentions, yet it may be the 
Grand-fatber, or ſome of the Predeceſſors bave been godly, doth not that 
promiſe, Exod. 20. 6. warrant the baptizing by vertue of them ? © 
Anſ. 1 perceive divers of our Divines help themſelves here, 
and ſome in diſcourſe are content to looſe that-ground of the 
immediate Parent; and fly to this ; ' men whom I dare not” 
thinke ſlightly of, but doe reverence their holinefſe, and ho- 
nour their Learning in my heart, Ft: 42262 
Bd: Si I 


fent; but'T maſt look at 


TNL 2 Q wp 
Yet with ſubmiſſion co theſe men, I ſhall deſire- to pros - 
ound ſome few ſcruples that trouble me, 

And firſt, It wouldnot be amiffe to-caft our eyes back to 
our Predeceffors, and ſee how this Engliſh Nation came to be 
a Church, and the Perſons made Beleevers; the Story is wel 
knowne, and therefore I doe but touch it. It cannot be de+ 
nied but that England was-one of them Hes, Tſe. 42. 4. which 
ſoone received the Law of Chriſt, that there were ceall Chri- 
ſtians among them Chriſtians, who dare fay the contrary, 
when ſo many thouſands of them ſuffered under that bloudy 
Tyrant © Dieclefan) fot the Name of Chriſt; this Tyrant 
though he made woſull havock in the Church, yet it dothnot 
appeare by Story that he did quite deſtroy all the Chriſtians, 
but there was a remnant left, which continued even when the 
Sexmns over-run the Nation. | 

When 4nftin came into England, the Waters began to be 
brackiſh at Rome ; neither Worſhip ( eſpecially ) nor Do- 
Arine ſo pure as before; after he had converted King Etbel- 
bert to the prefeſſion of the Faith in Chrift, many alſo received 
the ſame Faith ; none being compelled by the King, ſaith the 
Story { which yer. is no ground for Toleration in our times ] 
and thus England ina ſhort time received the Faith ; But whe- 
ther all did it by the Word enlightning, convincing, &c. and 
not rather as people follow Court faſhions, ſo. the Court re- 
ligion, King Etbelbert is become a Chriſtian, and Baptized, 
fo will we, and ſo upon Tradition others that ſucceeded 
rooke up Chriſtianity, it-is much to be doubted ; for wee 
know in what flate the Churches were when Aufin came 
from Rome, and dark night of Popery followed preſently ; ſo 
that I doe not reckon them Chriftians- brought to the faith 
by Aufin, to be like them who before were {laine : Thus we 
held the name of Chriſtianity under the Romiſh yoke, till of 
late times the State threw it off, ard then the people follow- 
ing the State as they will doe, ſaich Maſter Rogers the Pro- 
to- Martyr in Queen Maries dayes, if the State change ten 
times in one yeare, the people-would ever be ready at hand to 
change with it] they threw off that- yoke alſo, and fo 
England is become Proteſtant. I doubt not 'but God had bis. 
_number in thoſe darke Times, but what were thoſe few in 

| comer 
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the cime of the Gofpel reſtored to ics purity, God hath won- 
derfully appeared in England; 'but thoſe who uſe the argu- 
ment of Predeceflors run very high;now I will a lictle conſider 
the text in reference to them, | 

1 Mercy unto thouſands, of whom ? of them who love me, and 
keepe, &ce This then is cleare, that this promiſe is made to 
ſuch as are realy godly, and no children can claime this 
mile, but the children of ſuch Parents as did love God, and 
keep his Commandements, and this Commandement of the 
purity of his Worſhip in a fpeciall manner, as fome of our 


Divines doe interpret it, I hope formall Profeſfors, ſuch as .., 

have no truth of Grace in chem, will not be judged ſach per- _ of 
ſons as God mentioned in his Promiſe, to be lovers of him; Theſ. 88, pak 
and keepers of. his Worſhip in wy . for the lacter, our others. 


Predeceffors in thoſe darke times of Popery, they did not 
keep:that Comitandement -purely, Such then as bring this 
Promiſe to prove their right rotheir childrens Baprtiſme, muſt 
bring this proofe, That their Predeceffors were really ſuch as 
the Promite is made to; -this will helpe me a little in refufing 
to Baptize many children, for there are divers who as thetr 
inmediace Parents arewicked,/\o-we cannot learne that their 
Grand-father, or great Grand-father, or Grand-mother, 8c. 
were ſo much asecfteemed godly. 

Obj. But though you, nor otbers know of any, yet in charity you 
muſt judge they bad fothe were godly ? | | 


Anſ. Tlove charity as much as another, but I would have it 


have eyes; Juſtice indee&weule to pifture blinde-folded, thar . 


icmighc give toeveryonethat which is ſuam, and not beper- 
verted by the fight of mens prrſons, 8c. but to have charity 
thasblind-folded in the Adminiſtration of the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, is not ſafe. | 1 
Beſides, this will prove a tronbleſome rule, for Icaneaſier 
jadge of a vifible Saint, whom I know and live by, then 
judge of the reality of a mans godlineſſe, eſpecially when 
they ate dead, or 1 know himnor, | 
2. Againe, That threat of Gods vi/fiting #niquity, 8c, T 
hope you will limit.it 'to fuch children-as are followers of 


their Fathers wicked teps,.not of others; Zeroboam, Febus and: 
; theio FO 
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compariſon of the bedyofthe people; 'our Predeceſfors, Sine - 
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their poſtericy finde it true; but. good Hezckiab not follow- 
ing wicked Abaz, it doth not reach him; Why: then is noc 
this promile to be limited as'well to ſuch as follow their Pa- 
rents ſteps, but if the Sonne be a ſcorner, an oppoſer of God, 
and his Commandements, muſt he needs challenge this. mercy 
of Baptiſme for his Childe, and the Miniſter bound co give it 
him? doth not God rather fulfill che threat, in viſiting his 
iniquity upon his childe, thus :to debarre ic of this Ordi- 

Nance ? | | 
3 | Againe, 1am. not ſatisfied how that can be a ſetled 
rule forus to adminiſter Baptiſme by, wherein we ſee the 
Lord taking his liberty,, Doth God ever vitite the iniquity, 
as thethreat runs? Doth he ever ſhew mercy to all che Po- 
ſterity,&c? Zanchy ſaith of the threat z Ouamvis non ſemper ba- 


- beat locum, non propterea tumen efficiter, quin veriſſinva fit, &*':quam 


ſepiſſime ſuam.baheat efficacitatem, ; So. he ſaith of the Promite, he 
gives a caution there alſo. - So Mr. Perkins;: We may not ſurmiſe 
that this excelent Promiſe is made to every one 'particularly, who i 
borne of faithſull Parents. If then God will reſerve a liberty of 
beſtowiang temporall mercies, andeternall mercies tothe: po- 
ſterity of good and bad, why muſt God'be-tied up by this 
promiſe, that he may not deny thepoſterity of -a wicked Pa- 
rent,.[ who had godly Parents ] the ſeale'of the Covenant ; 
why muſt he have no liberty in this mercy as: well as in 
them ? | K 

Obj. But we ſee among the ewes, wicked Parents bad their chil- 
dren Citrcymciſed? ' | {6 Fatih 113 

Anſ. But was it by vertue_of this Promiſe that God had 
tyed up himſelfe ſo, or from ſome other ground ? for the ob- 
5e&ion it ſelfe I ſhall conlider it in another place. | 

4 If the godly Predeceſſors by vertae of this Promiſe doe 
give a right to Baptiſme, though the immediate wicked Pa- 
rent doth not; then ſuppoſe a childe whoſe immediate Pa- 
rent is very godly, and baptized by vertue of him, growing 
up, proves very ſcandalous, yet 1hope the Pcomiſe made to 
his immediate Parent, will give himright to the Lords Sup- 
per, though otherwiſe he muſt be debarred; for mercy to 


thouſands, &c. the Lords Supper is a mercy as well as Bap- 


tilme, 
_ Obj. 


1 


1 
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Obj. No, the perſon bimſelfe-aoth obicem ponere © 
Anſ. Tt the wire of this childe growne vp,doth put 
a barre betweene the immediate godly Parentand the Lords 
Supper, why doth nor the ſeandaloar vile converſation' of 
the immediate Parent, | di a barre betweene his Predecef- 
fors , and the childe to be baptized +. 
Obj. The childe muſt not ſuffer for the-Parents fine 7 Ezek. 18; 
Anſ. 1. True, for eternall death, if not guilty ir ſelfe, 
"2: Theſe children which complaine, and therefore, were 
adilti, had 'not they walked iftheir fteps; ſhould not have met 
with thoſe puniſhments ;/ bur the fowre Grapes were found 
in their monthes alſo. But for their Infants, how many ſuf- 


fered with the Parents. 


"+ 3 Tris criie; the chiHde (ball not faffer for the Parent in 


ſack things whetein the childerizy- be confidered abſolutely 
without relation to, or 'dependance”npon the Parent,” as it 
may in things temporall, eternall ;' bur if the childe cannoc 
ſo be'confidered;'but alwaies-in relation tothe Patent;*as gi- 
ving theright K 8 in this caſe it may ſafferby him, and'it 
will appeare ſo EOF BENT. 3 LE ef, G5 54s | 237494 ! 
' 4 If the'childe walk notin'the Parentsſteps'; now though 
the childe cannot be faid aQtually to follow the Parents ſteps, 
yet the childe is reputed; andtclatively is efteemed as the Pa- 
rent, 'holy with him, oramhioly with him ; an Infidels childe 
kn lafdell, though adtually it doth not followies' fathets 
epe; | GABLES  FZB:GGEL 2215 | F 7 0! | 
- That text, 1 Cor. 7. 14+ The unbelceving Wife is ſanifh 


| fied by the beleeving Husband , elſe were your Children un- 


cleane 'i' but now are "they holy. This text ſeemes to tye the 
federall holinefſe of the childe to the immediate Parent, doth. 
ny fay, the childe'is holy by vertne of a' great Grand- 
ather, th (L , ' 
Letus ſuppoſe in the Church of Corimb ſome perſons who 
may be ſixty. yeares of age, this Husband and: Wife thus old 
have children, but they are Infidels; ' they- will'nas owne - 
Chriſt, nor his holy Government, &c; now' theſe Infidets 
have children borne, ſo'thatthe 01d man of fixty yeares, is a 
Grand-father to this young infant of his Sonne an Infidelt; 
would now a Miniſter take this. infant-thongh the fathor be. 
FL | | an 
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an Infidell, and baptize ic by vertue of the Grand-father? 1 


ſuppoſe ic. would trouble a Conſcienctous Miniſter, The 


_ Grandfather is old, may dye quickly before the childe grow | 


- up, the Infidell his-Father breeds him ap in his ola 3 ler 
de C 


the Church take it fayyou,buc the Iofidell ryill nor, he ſcornes 
the Church, and their religion. So ſappaſe the Inhidell will 
not let his Father take his childe to baprize ir, what will you 
doe, who have moſt right over the childe, the Father, or 
Grand: father? You muſt alſo ſuppoſe the Grand-father and 
the childe to dwell together, that be may being it up, and 
Catechizeit, 8&6. this is ſtrange to force this, which we may 
ſuppoſe many things tochinder, 1 cannot {ce how they be 
proper ſubje&s to convey the right of Baptiſme to anather, 


- who may havejuſt hinderances in the conveyance of it ;.. 4- 


Pag 3.9. 68. 
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To. 4. Dil. 4. 


> 3-P- 3- 


—_ 


gquinas ſaith, Filij infidelium,cun ane uſrn iiberi arbitrii ſub parents -# 
cura ſent,nen funt eo tempore invitis parentibus Boptizandi.So(zreg,de 
val. Ut refte Baptizentur parvuls filii infidelium, requiriter couſen- 
ſus parentum in quorum poteſtate (unt, ite ut bis inteitie, quanidiu quidem 


* 


#n ipſorum poteſtate & curs ſunt parpuli minime liceat ipſas Baptizcare. 


He gives the reaſon, Jure natw 2 ſunt parvuli ſub Cura e&rpoteRlate p6- 
rentum 3 ergo fieret perentibus injariasſs ipft s muitis baptizarentur,&c. - 

The immediate Parent, ler all the Predeceflors be Infidels, 
it hinders not him in his conveyance,&c. Ergo he is the per- 
ſon to whom the right of conveying the Sealc doth belong, 
and not he that even in: fore Ecclefie have hinderances jn the 
conveyance; the Church muſt not a& againſt the Law of 
Nature. | 

6 If that promiſe doth give this power to Predeceſfors, ' 
&c. then though there are none to educate this childe [| for 
che igaorant, prophane Parents will not, but teach them how 
to breake the Coyenant ; the Predecefſors cannot, they are 
dead, and are not ] yet we muſt ſeale to this childe, &c. 
Where doe you ſee Churches take care of ſach children, they 
mult be of ſome bigneſſe and underſtanding before the 
Church meddle with them, the immediate prophane perſon. 
brings him up in ignorance and prophanenefle ; neicher will 
take care to have bischilde infiruted by the Church ; as ex- 
perience witnefſe coo much. FF 3 

7 If the Predeceſlar may by this promife give right to 

ap- 
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(9) | 
Baptiſme without the immediate Parent, then pray tell us, 
how farre we may goe for this Predeceflor ? how many Ge- 
nerations? Where hath Gods Word limited. Miniſters, you 
may goeto this Predeceffor, and no farther? I know of no 
text that limits but this, and this will allow us to goe to the 
thouſand Generation to finde a Predecefſor; if ſo we ſhould, 
ſtrange things would follow, | | 

$ If by vertue of that promiſe, Predeceflors may withour 
the immediate parent give right to Baptiſme, then the chil- 
dren of an immediate Parent Apoſtatized from the Faith, and 
excommunicated from the Church, may be baptized. 

But the Conſequent is falſe, ergo the Antecedent. 

The conſequence is plaine, for the Predeceflors give, right 
without the immediate Parent, then let him be what he will, 
yet his children may be Baptized by vertue of them ; and if 
ſo, then the children of our Englii-men now in Turkey, who 
are apoſtatized from their Faith to that religion, may be bap- 
tized, and ſo many of thoſe who are the poſterity of the ſe- 
ven Churches of 4/ia, and it is to be feared are turned to that 
religion may by vertue of their Predeceſlors be baptized, See 
Gerbard moving this queſtion ; Whether the children of ſuch 
Kereticks as profeſſethey will bring up their childcen in their 
Hereſie ought to be baptized ? He concludes for the negative : 
His firſt Argument is ; Par! paſſu ambulant, cum Infantibus infide- 
lium, cum parentes ipſorum itidem fint extra Ecclefiam, 2 qua nefari- 
um facere divortizm. He adds more Arguments, and anſwers 
Obje&ions: bur if that be a good argument in Gerbards ac- 
count, I hope it will be as good for me, in the next branch 
of my Argument, and doth alſo help to this firſt branch; I 
hopean Apoſtate from the Faich ( ſuch a one as now I ſpeake 
of ) is as bad as an Heretick, yet it may be this Hereticks fa- 


- ther might be Orthodox. 


For the Excommunicate perſon ; If I may baptize the 
children of an excommunicate Parent, then I may baptize 
the children of one who is no member of a Church [] for ſo.is 
the excommunicate gun ] fo conſequently the children 
of a Turke, or Indian, for they are no Members of a Church,and 
the excommunicate perſon is no otheg. in reſpe& of hiscom- 
munion in Church priviledges, Þo! ©: Rs . 


% 


| -__,_ (oy 7? 
_ _ - If you give melcave to baptizeperſons out of th (a 
ee the Church, I may chen goe —— £ 
this perſon is withoue the pale. _ 
iſme notes communion with the Chnrcb, : Cor. 12. x3 
kow then is he excommunicated if his childe be baptized ? 

If this Parent were a Heathen, and not a Member of the 
Church, ſhould his children be baptized? why then fince by 
his excommunication he is made as a Heathen, and in ſome 
reipe& below a Heathen [| for with a Heathen I may eacte, 
x Cor. 10, 27. but with him I muſt not eate, I Cor, 5.11, | 
ſhould his children be baptized ? 

If you ſay, there is difference between him and a Heathen, 
for he ſtill holds his profeſſion of Faith, and may belong to 
God, &c, 1 deny not this, but as to Church Communion, ' 
and Church Priviledges, I know not but we may admic a 
Heathen to them as wel as he,and ſo it was in N:wEngland,che 
Indians did enjoy as much as an excommunicated perſon. 

If the childe be a member of the Church with the parent, 
and reputed ſo only by vertue of the parent, then if the pa- 
rent be a Non-member, the childe alſo is a non-member. I 
preſume none will deny this; and then to baptize ſuch a 
childe, is to baptize a non-member, 

To prove it by this tex, Is petitio principis, I ſuppoſe 
both parents excommunicated, or, but one a member, 'v. if 
the Mother continues a member of the Church, the excom- 
municated Father hinders not, 

It is worth the conſideration, what learned Gileſpie ob- 

Har. rod.p, 58. ſerves out of Buxtorf. He tells ns, that this difference was put 
between him that was guilty of cutting off, and of him that 
was guilty of death. Rew mortis, ipſe tantum, non ſemen ejus ; 
pena excidii comprebendit ipſum & ſemen ejus. Now If the puniſh-. 
ment of-death was perſonall only, and the puniſhment of 
cutting off, comprehenſive not only of them but of their Seed, 
how can this agree*ſo well to any thing elſe, as to excom- 
munication, eſpecially if that hold which GeodWin in his Mo> 
feeand Aaron, Lib. 5. cap. 2. tells us, that the children of ex- 
—— "ME perſons were not circumciſed. Thas Maſter 

its. 

 Chemnitius alſo ſeemes.to me to be of this Opinion, i_= 
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them words, Mat. 18. 17. Lethim be to thee az an Heathen': 
 Hec eff, excemmanicetur ; non admittatur dd abſolutionem,non ed Com- 

munionem Sacramentorum, five Baptiſmi five Cane dominice, &c. 
Now how ſhall we interpret this his non-admiſſion ts Bap- 
eiſme but im his children ; chis perſon was baptized before, 
for he muſt be a Brother ( faich he ) that is to be excommu- 
nicated. What, would not he have the perſon re-baptized? 
The Lutberans were againſtire baptizing, as appeares by Gr: - 
bard, Lec. Com. To. 4. debapt, cap. 8. 

' ZatcbyT know is againſt me, and quotes Auguſtin againſt it 
alſo, he names not the Epiſtle, bur Tſuppoſe he meanes his 
75. Epiſtle, 4d Arxilium : His argument Is, Anima que pecca- 
verit, ipſa morietur ; but ſo had not the ſonne of C /aſſicianus,, he 
was not guilty of his finne. We ſay with Auguſtin, That ſoule 
indeed ſhall dye, the childe ſhall not be damned for the Fa- 
ther, but to this I have anſwered before, only this I adde ; 
* Thoſe that know Auſtines opinion concerning 1nfants dy- 
*« ing unbaptized, will not wonder though he were for the 

* baptizing of the children of excommunicated parents ; but I 
*fuppoſe our Divines are not of his judgement in that poine. 

T have there mentioned Mr. Perkins, I ſaw him juſt as it had 
done, but now I ſend the anſwer thus : 


Holy and learned- Perkins I finde alſo to be againſt me, Cn Conl, 
I ſhall briefly run over what he ſaith, ch. 9.9+ 3 


Firſt, he ſaith, Children of Parents that are profeſſed Members of 
the Charch ( 1bough cut off for a time, upon ſome offence committed ) 
bave right ts Baptiſme, becauſe it is not in the power of man to cut them 
off from Chriſt, ebough they be excommunicated, 

Anſ. 2. This hath little in it, who ſay, They are abſolutely 
cut off from Chriſt ( or can be, if once in him ? ) let ſecret 
things goe, though he be not ſo, yet from Church Com-- 
munion I hope he is cut off; he hath nothing to doe with 
Church Priviledges. | | 

2 Upon this ground1 would give him the Lords Supper 
ſtill, = he is not cut off from Chriſt, though excommuni- 
catea, 

3 Viſibly he appeares, and is reckoned as no member of 
Chriſt. Statu quo | Cutoff for a time ] he ſaith ; but who knows 


how long ? | 
7 90 Secondly, 


o 
"Decanſ. Dei, 
..P. 29, 


Parent in reſpe&of Church- memberſhip, the chil 


- (12) 
Secondly, The perſonal ſinne of the Parent may not keepe the bleſ- 


firs from the Childe, &c. Ergo. 


Anſ. This I have anſwered beforez I ſay now, though 
Perſonall finne may not ap. +6 why yet the Perſonall ftate of the 
Parent may deprive the childe ; for the childe is —_—_ asthe 

eis wholly 
dependent on the parent in this point. | 

Thirdly, we muſt alway put a difference between them which dee 
xot make ſeparation from the Church, and yet are grievons offenders 3 
and open Apoſtataes , that jozne themſelves with the enemies of the 
Church, &c. 

Anſ. 3. His fiſt part doth not amount to the queſtion in 
hand, for one may be a grievous offender, and not ſeparate 
trom the Church, and yet not excommunicated. 

2. Though he hathnot ſeparated from the Church, yet 
the Church hath ſeparated him, and Chriſt hath ratified the 
ſentence. 

3. He ſhould have proved, we muſt pat ſuch a difference, as 
to baptize the childeof the one, and not the other. We can- 
not ſay, as { excellently ) Bradwardin ; Nonne cuilibet Chriftia* 
no, 1m0 &- prephano pro Demonſtratione ſufficere debet, Deus dicit ; 
fo it is ſufficient demonſtration, Perkinfiws dicit; yet I thinke 
I honour him as much as any man living. 

4 Suppoſe, that Apoſtata be not excommunicated by the 
Church, and ſhould now require Baptiſme for his childe, 
what will you doe? 

Fourthly, He faith ; Je muſt put a difference b21Ween ſuch excom- 
municated Perſons, and Infidels. 

Anſ, He is to be reputed as a Heathen in Church account, 
Mat. 18, 17. The queſtion ſtill is, whether ſuch a difference, 
as I faid in anſwer to the former objefion. 

Fifthly, he ſaith ; The mercy of God enlargeth it ſelfe to thou- 
ſauds, wc. - | 

Anſ. 1c is true in ſome ſence, but to bring that place to- 
prove the queſtion in hand, is Petitio principii, 

9 Tpray prove it to me, that the children of ſuch Jewes 
who were wicked | which is the ſtrongeſt Argument I meete 
with ] had their children circumciſed, only with reference 
to the predeceflors, and not the immediate parent, who-was 
of. Abrahams ſeed accyrding to the fleſb, not excommunica- 


Fo 4 


| (18)? a | 
cd, and doubtleſfe fo as. immediate parent was' not 
caſt off from giving a right to his childe, { - 

If then that promiſe will prove this opinion of the prede- 
cefſors giving right to the childe without the immediate pa- 
rent, yet it muſt be ſuppoſed that the immediate parene js 
not Apoſtatized from the Faith, nor excommunicacte ; for [ 
obſerve ſome made doubt of ic then, who are for this opini- 
on; and what is this but to ſay, a man wuſt be a yifible be- 
leever, and a member of the Church, and then wby nor by 
vercue of the immediate -parent ? 

Oaly this gives occafion to move another queſtion, which 
helps to cleare our way. 

Dueſt. Whether is this bare profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, [ though 
Parents be groſly ignorant , ſcandalous, and refuſe to ſnbje& to 
Church Diſcipline ] ſufficient to make a man, and continue bim a mem- 
ber of the viſible Church ? 

Anſ. Thoſe Divines who baptize all children I ſuppoſe doe © 
it upon this ground, England hath received the Faith, and fo 
all our Engliſh people are belcevers ; they looke on them all 
«$ Church members, and therefore baptize all, & 54 

This I confefle is ſome diſadvantage to me, for if a man 
be looked upon as a viſible Sainte, and reputed a member of a 
trae Church, if that member be very ſcandalous, and the 
Church let him alone, and not deale with him, that perſon . 
may challenge any Ordinance in the Church, both Baptiſm, 
and Lords Supper. But I conceive ſuch a perſon: is not ſaffici- 
ently qualified to make a member of a Church, nor. oughr 
to be continued a member of the Church; but the Church 
ought to ſecke to reforme him, or if not, to caſt him out; ſo 
that if the Chucch will let ſuch a perſon alone, and give him 
theſe Ordinances, there will be guilt charged upon that 
Church, | 
_ That ſuch a one isnot fit to be a Member, I prove. 

1 Members of Churches according to the Goſpel, are 
Saints viſible; | | 

Bur ſuch a'perfon as the queſtion mentione, isnot a viſible 

Saint : Ergo, | TRET 

The major is plaine enough ; The Saints at Philippi, Saints 
at Reme, Saints at Corinth, Saints. in Ceſars Houſhold, 8c 
this.is common. E 3 The 
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The minor ; ſuch as will ſay that ſuch a perſon as the. 


queſtion mentions is a viſible Saint, Trhinke bis eyes arte not 


good. He that tells me, the Saints which Pax mentions in 
thoſe places, were no cther then ſuch a perſon as is in the 


' queſtion, he muſt pardon me though 1 beleeve him not, 


2 "If a bare profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, be ſufficient co 
make a member of a Church, then no perſon can juſtly be ex- 
communicated out of a Church for the vileſt fins, or hereſies, . 
provided he doth but hold this profeſſion of his faith. 

The conſequence is cleare ; the perſon is the ſame now 
which ke was when you tooke him into the Church z why 
then ſhould you caſt him out ? The inceſtuons perſon did pro- 
feſſe his faith in Chriſt, when admitted, that was ſufficient, no 
more was required of him, why is he now caſt oat? The 
ſtone is now, as it was when you layed it on to the building, 

This were a wilde courſe, a man profefſes he beleeves in 
Chrift, and that isall ; groſly ignorant, he lives in ſcanda- 
lous fins, you know it, yet becauſe he ſaith he beleeves in 
Chriſt you admit him, and within a fortnight it may be you 
muſt goe about to caſt him out againe. 

3 He that manifeſtly oppoſeth Chriſt in his viſible King- 
dome, is not fit to be a member of a Church ; bat ſuch a per- 
ſon as the queſtion mentions, doth manifeſtly oppoſe Chriſt 
in his viſible kingdome : Ergo. | 

The major isplaine, for to be a member ofa viſible Church 
is to be a fubje& of Chriſt viſible kiongdome ; that viſible po- 
litick Body, over whomhe is as Head, and King, by politi- 
call government, 1 Core 12. | 
--: Bar a manifeſt Oppoſer, a Rebell, is no Subje& ; thoſe who 
oppoſe him in his Lawes, and Diſcipline, ſurely oppoſe him 
in bis viſible kingdome ; ſuch as profeſſe they will not ſub- 
mit their.necks to his yoke, 

Obj. But all are not convinced that Church Diſcipline is an Ordi- 
nance of Gd? _. 

An. But I ſpeake of ſuch as have been convinced, and ac- 
knowledgedit from that texr, in Afanth: 18, 15. 8&c. but yet 
would not ſubmit to it. 

I wonder not though the Eraſt#ms have laboured to daſh 


that Ordinance out of the Church ; for we finde, to walke 


_ cloſe 


OE Lala 

cloſe according to Chriſt rule herein, as Mar: 18,15 &c. guides 
us, it will coſt ſome croſling of che fleſh; it is an jane 
means to keep love among Chriſtians, curb ſin, beantifie a 
Charch, 3 we couldeafily yeeld ic up to the Eraftians, but be- 
cauſe we find it crofle to our fleſh, we know there is ſomething 
of Godin it, 

Though Eraſtus was a good Philitian, yet he wanted a [ ie-! 
tle Helebore himſelfe 3 Mr.Gileſpie bath prepared it for d#z follog- 
ers. | | 
Many more Arguments might be given, but I ſpare them. 
Let us heat what others ſay. 

Fuſt. Martyr ſeems to intimate that more is required, then a 
bare profefiion of faith, For relating to the Emperour the 
manner how they did dedicate themſelves eo God; it was 
in this manner, $1 4 miu2wary mrwnem and co. I obſerye 
_ threethings init: Firſt, $4ch as nere perſwaded and did beleeve 
the things to be true which were taugbt. Where we finde no civill 
power, no Court Religion to have had any place; it was the 
right way,Go teach all Nations. [Toe things which they taught them] 
it ſhould ſeem then, it was more then barely to ſay,I beleeve in 
Chriſt, and many of our ignorant people know lictle eIfe, 
neither do they underſtand that, ſo much as theſe did, ug?-6:- - 
Ir cvs Wye omagorrm The ſecond thing was a protniſe 
to live according to tho; rules which bad been taught, Where(by the 
way) we may obſerve,a kind of Covenant made in them times 
in admiſſions, the verb. J#mgrorm, from. Umwituar policeor, pro- 
mitto, imply as mach, they promiſed ſo to live, the verb 
Sham carries Klittle more in it,but take it in the eafieft ſence, 
tuxedm 73 9 Gimiv, &'s. Nixon: The third was, they taught 
them, by prayer and faſting to ſeek the pardon - uy former fins, they 
joyning alſo with them in the daty, then they baptized them, . This - 
is more then a bare profeſſion of faith... $2 

Apollonius {| de qualificatione membrorum- eccleſis oppoſing - 
firft that ridged examination [in that I conſent wit him] ſets 
down the qualifications of perſons whom Minifters may ad- 
mit into a viſible Church, and thus he defcribes them: Dn 
veram Chriſti religionem & fidem profitentar abſque ſeandalo vitam 
Iraducunty ext in ſcandala prolapfi reſcipiſcentia ills abluynt in foro ec= 
defie Diſcipline eſe ſubjiciunt, ownia divini cultm-exercitia publice 
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things he requires ; theſe are more then a bare ſleight profel(- 
ſing that I beleeve in Chriſt. Feet 

Ameſim , Having given the definition of a Church, takes 
the efſentiall Cauſes, matter, and forme aſunder, and fpeaks 
co them ſeverally, for the matter he ſaid it was, ſocictas- frd.- 
linm, But "then adds, Duia autem vera fides conjundam batet 
ſanftitatem, quam efficaciter operatur, AQ, 15. 9. 4tqu2 adeg 
profeſſio were fidei non poteſt diſ-jungi & profeſſione ſanditatis, id- 
circo promiſcue, & eodem ſenſu dicitur eccleſia ſacietas fidelium,&+ ſoci- 
etas [anfforum,Eph.1.1. 1Cor.1.2 col.cum, 2COr,i.1.&c. 

So that a profeſſion of holinefſe muſt be, as well as a profeſ- 
fion of faith, 

The London Miniſters in their preface, where they make the 
paralell between the Independant and Presbyterian, ſay, the 
matter of a Church vifble are , Perſons profeſſing true faith in 
Chriſt, and obedience to-bims, according to tbe rules of the Gofpell. But 
ſhall then thoſe who are groſly ignorant about Chriſt, and 
the Articles of Faith, and in their lives aftually profeſſe ma- 
nifeſt diſobedience againſt Chriſt, and refufe to: fubje& to his 
Diſcipline, be eſteemed fit matter of a Charch ? 

Afterwards when they give the notation of the Word , 
xray. three things they ſay arc implyed, 1.: Toe rerme from 
which they are called, 2 The terme to which they are called. 
3 the Medium by which they are brought from one term to ano- 
ther, viz.by Calling. If the Integrum be thus, then all the Mem- 
bers that are effentiall to that Integrum, muſt by calling be 
brought from one term to another. Therefore, after they 
adde, Awifible Church 4, a company of thoſe that are called to the 
vifible Profeſſion of the Faith in Chrif#, and Obedience unto 
Chriſt , according to the Gofpel!. But are men called , when 
they doe not viſibly anſwer the Call, but arequiteoppoſite ? 
They deſcribe the matter ofthe Church viſible , but [ with 
honour to:ſo Learned Men | here is ſomething omitted 
which was exprefſed in the Notation, Yis: The Terme 
from which - they are Called. Indeed ,' wee may gather by 
the Terme to which they are Called [| which is expreſ- 
ſed ] what they meane, but I conceive it would have 
beea more cleare , eſpecially becauſe ſome thinke onely a 
| Calling 
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Caling from Idols to be the terminus 2 que ; the queſtion-in. the 
wer hs of baptizing ſeemes to expreſſe this terme from 
which : Doeſt thou forſake the Devill and all his Workes, the 
vajne Pomp,fc? | war per 4, 1-4 
"Thar which is not ſufficient to eatitle a man to Baptiſme, 
is not ſufficient to make a man a member ofa Church, _ _ * 
; But the profeſſion of faith of ſuch a perſon as the queſtion 
mentions is not ſufficient to make him a Church Member: 
Ergo. / «us ich: BY dn, oe ets C1: 
The major is granted of all, and muſt be eſpecially of 
thoſe who ſay; Baptiſme makes us members ofa Church, , 


o 


| - The minor 1 ſhall prove afterwards. 


Obj.. This is trae, if the Churches of England were now in their 
firſt conſtingion, but here have been a ſucceſſion of Churches for many 


yeares. 


. ». Aaſs ' That which doth conſticute a Church in. its. being, 
doth continue a Church in its being; if therefore a 

. fleight profeſſion be not enough at firſt to make a man a 
member of a Church, it is not enough to continue a. man a 


member of a Church. Toes 
Let Churches then be conſtituted according to the rule, 


and let them be continued according to their firſt conſtituti- 
. on, orelle exerciſe Diſcipline, and reduce them to their firſt _ 


conſtitution. Bur this is the ſad condition which want of 
faitbfull Miniſters, Catechizing, and Diſciplin: beth brought our 


 Charches to. 


Succeſſion then anſwers nothing to continue ſuch mem- 
bers of a Church, unlefſe they be ſach as ſhould be in the firſt 
conſtitution. We may as well anſwer this, as our Divines 


-. anſwer Felermin his fifth vote of a Church, Sacceſſio Apoſtolice, 


but I will not trouble the Reader. - Tt 

- Oar Churches then ſhew what need we have of Diſcipline, 
if Excommunication be too hard, being they are numerous, 
who are no other then the nation mentions; { not that. I 
meane we ſhould preſently fall upon excommupication. be- 
fore we have tried other meanes, and patiently waited, this 
were a wilde courſe ] then let us ſee if ſome other way may 
be found outto bring our Churches to. ſome: beter reforma- 
don, I ſhall bumbly preſent my ſanghes at the end. of rhe 

ooke. 
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_ Yiviogthus made way, hall proponnd one Arpatnent or 
two for -y Negative, viz. That 3 pie by the Gofpell are 
norbound ts baptize the children of ſach we 
My firſt Argument Itake from the praRiſe of my teverend 
Fathers, and Brethren. 
x Such perſons as ({ De jure ) ought, and ({ De faffo ) areex- 
 duded by godly Minifters from the Lords Supper, ought alſo 
to beexcladed from their childrens bapriſme. 
But ſuch perſons as the queſtion mentions ( Ds jure ) ought, 
and { De fat Jare excludrd from the Lords Supper : 

The minor I need not prove; our Minifters print their 
Books to defend the jas of ir, they have gotten the A& of Par- 
liamentto back them in it, and deſat7o we ſee they doe it. 

The major muſt be proved, : 
If Baptiſme doth ſeale to'the ſame Covenant which the 
Lords Supper doth, and doth fignifie and ſeale as great bleſ- 
ſings and priviledges as the Lords Supper doth, then thoſe 
who are excluded fromthe Lords Supper, ought alſo to be 
excluded from their childrens baptiſme : But the Antecedent 
- is true, ergo the Confequent is true. | 
For the Antecedent ; The Lords Supper is a ſeale belong- 
ing to the Covenant - of Grace, ſo is Baptifme as well as 
| that. 
See the Aﬀer- = Bartiſme js a figne and ſeale of oor ingrafting into Chriſt, 
| =o what of remiflion of fins by his Bloud, of regeneration by his Spi- 
' the queſtion, Tit, of Adoption,Btc. Whar higher privitedges have you in 
the -_ Supper ? the ingrafting or being, is more then 
rowth. | 
; The Confequence T prove thus : | 
If the ground of excluſion from the Lords Supper be, be- 
canſe thefe-perſons doe not appeare to the regular jadgement 
of charity, to be ſuch to whom thoſe Priviledges doe belong ' 
that there are held out ; then the fame ground excludes them 
from their childrens Baptifme ; whereare as high priviledges 
avin the Supper: : | 
But that is the ground of exctafien ; erpyo. 


My Argument runs gpon my Erft fuppoficion, that the 
- ehilde dtings nothing with it; conkbond abſtrafted 


from 


es ns 3s 


[ pray,thoſe whom you did exclude at noon,were they ſuch 


as did vidbly appeare to be under the Covenant of grace or 
not? if t bid why are they excluded ? if not, why then do 
you give that Ordinance to the childe which muſt ſuppoſe the 
parentto be within the Covenant; and fo the childe taken in 
wich him ? here is a Beleever and no þeleever in three houres. 
diftance,it may be, and yet the man the ſame. os 
Obj. 4 manmey bave a fandemental! right to the Lords Supper, 
but through ſome ſinne intowbich be is fallen and obſtinate, be may be 
fuſpended from it, and yet have bisright to B aptiſme ? | 
nf. x. Iam notagainſ ſuſpenſion in ſome ſence, though Ameſ., Med. 
I know many are; graduall and tender proceedings in weigh- Theo. 1.1.c.z7- 
ty matters approve of, unlefle the caſe be very notorious ; 1% 29 | 
the inceftuous perſon caſt out without any ſuſpenſion. 
2 But then 1 would make this Quzre; Whether the parent 
being under finne, and obſtinate, and thereupon ſuſpended 
from the Supper, may not his childe alſo be ſuſpended for 
the preſent, till he declares his repentance, for the childe de- 
ndeth on che parent, and is cſteemed as he is in this caſe of 
» Baptiſme ? | 
= 3 But for the ſuſpenſion as it is in England, I know not 
what to thinke of it. | d7 
1 Did the Church proceed regularly, bring in theic Wie- 
nefſes, and labour to convince him, bring him to a fighe of 
his finne, and humiliation for ic, before they did ſuſpend 
him? alas, it is no ſuch matter; nay, the people are fo. ac- 
cuſtomed to this, that they never trouble their Miniſters to'de» 
fire the Supper of them. . | 
2 When you have ſuſpended, what doe you wich them ? 
whar, follow thens ſtil co bring them to con fon of, and ha» 
miliation for their finne 2 No ſack matter, I never kne wit to 
be ſo, if any doe fo] would:not wrong them. 
3 Suſpend them, bar for omg I what, 'a yeare, nay 
of 2 : 


three, 
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_ three, fix, ten years, as many are, and more;andlet them alone 
F andproceed no further ? This is ſtrange ſuſpenſion, how will 
Medul. Theo. you warrant this? Well, faith learned Ames, who doth ap- 
1. 1.c. 37.th. prove of fufpenſfion z buti faith he, In iftoc tamen grads non" ef 
| $20 ſubiſtenduw, [edveſipiſcentia bec patio & ſpacio urgenda, & illa def» 
| perata, progrediendum tandem ad ſegregationem cgmpletam a commu» 


nioxe fidelium, p : "5 * oY 

' Har. rod;p.482 Mr. Gilleſpie in an anſwer to an Argument of Mr. Proms thus 

3; may "Faith Leak Tho who have been admitted to Baptiſme, ought 
« to be admicted'to the Lords Supper, Ceteris paribus; if the 
<* proportion hold in particulars, if they be as free from ſcan- 
*© dalous fins now when, they defire to receive the Lords Sup- 

, © per, as they were when they deſired to receive baptiſme : 
ſol ſay, Ceteris paribus, if a man be as he was when his childe 
was baptized by vertueofhim, if I can give the childe one 
ſcale of the Covenant by vertue of him, 1 will give him the 
other Teale ſurely ; and it was never any ſcruple to me to'give 
that man the Lords Supper, by vertue of whom I could bap- 
tize his childe. 

The next Argument proceeds thus : 

Such Parents, as if they themſelves were now to he bapti- 
zed, ought not to be baptized, cannot juſily challenge Bap- 
tiſme for their children, neither are we bound to adminij- 
fier it. 

-But ſuch Parents as the Queſiion mentions, if they now were 
to be baptized, ought not to be baptized : Ergo. $3930] 
- The reaſon of the major lyes in this, becauſe Baptiſme doth 
primarily belong to the parent, and but ſecondarily to the 
childe by vertue of the parent; now if he who ſhould convey 
this right to the childe, have no right to it himſelfe, then he 
cannot give the right to the childe, The Lawyer ſaith, 4 non 
baberte poteftatem, As are fruſtrate; I juſtifie theparents right 
to Baptiſme, in baptizing of his children. 

For the minor, that ſuch parents have no right, and ought 
not to be baptized ; the grounds which Ibronght before; to 
prove that ſucha one was not fit matter for a Church, prove 
this alſo : But I ſhall adde more. - | ion 
| Obj. Tbe Apoſtles required no more to Baptiſme but a profeſſion of 
their beleefe, as As 10. 47: & 8.37. & 16. 31:34. but theſe dee 
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rofeſſeſo much 2 Ergo the Parents bave right to Baptiſme, ard :con- 
Moe child, bis 19s Og . Hu D ONgy 
Anſ- r. Peter did require more, A&@.2, 38, Joby did require + 
more conſtantly... _ - -- TOY : FE, 
2. To tne places alledged I anſwer; There was not ſo much 
need of. requiring more., for:they in As 10, you may tee 
what manner of perſons they were,. by theic converſation, 
The Eunuch, A#s $. we may ſce what manner of perſon he 
was, comming-to worſhip, and how he ſpent his cime going 
home ; the Jaylor now underthelegall worke in a Toft con- 
dition.for himeo belceve, ic. was his next worke; what, is this 
to our ſleight profefion of Faith, but ignorant,or ſcandalous, 
&c. they were not... --- FARK Ry 
. 3 Auguſtine dire&ly anſwers to thisObje&ion ;Some it ſeems 
in his time upon a bare profeſſion of faith would bapcizeper- 
ſons, though otherwiſe ſcandalous, :and objeed this text 'of 
the Eunuch, in his baoke, De fide, & op. cap. 9. in the begin- 
ning of the Chapter you may ſee what points of Catechiſme 
they were inſtructed in before Baptiſme, beſides the belegying 
Jeſus Chriſt co be the Son of God, bur. how groſly ignorance 
are our peopleiin them points, which, I doe nor. tranſcribe. 
Then to the obje&ion he anſwers, In eo quod' ait, Baptizavit 
em Philippms, intelligi_voluit impleta omnia,. que licet tacedntur in © 
Scripturis gratia brevitatis, tamen ſerie traditienzs ſcimus impl-nda, 
Thoſe who read the whole: Chapter will finde him ſtrong e-. 
naugh againſt this objeRion. | (ot bo 
- As for that Booke, De fide & operibas, in his RetraQions, 
1. 2. 6.39. He gives the reaſon why he wrote the Booke, and 
what his ſcope was In it : 1 que diſputavi non ſolum guemadmodum 
vivere debeant gratia Dei regenerati, verum etiam quales ad Iavacrun 
regenerationis admitti. Thoſe who will beſtow the Sas, of 
Chap: 6. & 8.8 12. & 17. & 18. eſpecially, of thatBook, (hall 
finde] have a Champion on my fide, proving that a bare pro- 
feſſion of faith isnot ſufficient to entitle a man to baptiſme. - 
| TheCaterbumeni in the Primitiye times were ſuch,as Imake no 
doubtfor knowledge & converſation ont-went thouſl s of 
our. Engliſh Pcoteltants, they ſaon got more knowledge, & did 
quickly intwodayes, nay the firſt day, when they gave them- 
{elves up to become Chriſtians, attaine as much as many of 
on ignorant ſort have, they ouen Chriſt the firſt day, 
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and many of ours do no more. © What theſe Cotechumeni wert 
inſructed in, Augyſtin gives a ſhort compendium, de fide & op. 
c. 6. towards the end. But theſe Catechameni were not at the 
very firſt baptized , but after they came to be competemtes ,_ 
 &c X | | 


If we aske the Schoolmen, they will tells us, thereis more 
required to Baptiſme ; then a bare fleight profethion of 
faith. . 

Alex. Hales ſaith, in adalts accedente ad B aptifmum requiritar 
contritio, licet originale peccatum non impediat gratiam baptiſmalem 
quando babeat effeFum in baptizato, tamen altuale impedit in adulto ne: 
contrito. | 
Aquinas ſaith, Peccatoridus, voluntatem peccandi, &+ in peccato 
perſeverendi propoſitum habentibus , baptiſmus minime conferendxs 
eſt, &Cc. #70 

Nd in his Anſwer to the ſecond Argument he ſpeaks plain- 

ly. Spiritealis medecus feil: Chritus, operatar duplicitergino mods in+ 
terius per ſeipſur,&> ſic preparat voluntatem bominis ut bynu velit, 
maluMm odiat : alis modo eperatur per miniftros exterius adbibendo $a- 
cramenta, & ſic operatur perficiends exterius id quod eft imterius inchc* 
atum. Et ides, Sactamentum Baptiſmi non eft"exhibendum, 
nifi ej, in quo interiorls converfionis aliquod fignum apparer': 
ficut nec medicina corporalis ad hibetur infirmo, 'nift in eo aliquis metus 
vita'is nature appareat. 

Who defires more theu Aquinas hath affirmed, 

Greg.z de Valen, He alſo is ſtrong againſtthis, and beſtowes 


To.4. diſp.4. 9+ paines abour the queſtion, he ſaith, ut adulti re&e aocipiant baj- 


3 P.3- 
, * 


tiſmum, atque etiam ut ets refte i.e. fine mortali peccats Adtniniſtre» 
tur,neceſſarinm eff ut cos preteritoraem peccatorum mortalinm pirniteat 
& eſt cerriffima eccleſie doftrina contra nonnulles veteres bereticos.qui 
ſolam fidem, at baptiſmas prodeſſet, requirendam putabant. In his c- 
ſteeme then they are bur Hereticks that ſay onely F aith'is e- 
nongh to intitle to Baptiſm, and quotes that book of Auguſtin 
of which I made mention before:this he doth noe barely affert, 
bur proves, by M9: 2. where Peter bids them: repent, &c, he 
quores other Texts to good purpoſe, Heb: 6. arid Rom: 6. and 
I Pet.6.3. *and Matth: 7. give not that which is bily unto dogs, and 
Matth: 28. Docete ownes gentes, baptizantos, &c. i.e. perſuadete fi- 
Wt, ut velint efſe & ſieri Chrifti diſcipuli, abjet#a veteri conſuetudine 
| pee» 
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pevcatorum per penitention. 'So Matth.3. . Fobn required repen- 
TANCE, *% ' 
Afcer this he moves a-queſtion, what manner of repentance 
is required? . and anſwers, Sufficere quatemcunque penitentiam int- 
perfatiam, que tamen abſolitt re moveat Aﬀedum adpeccatum, i, e, f.- 
ciat wt non amplius vigeats Whecher this repentance be canſed 
from fin, as itis an offence to God, or as ithath the guile of 
eternall death accompanying it, or what ever cauſe ( thongh 
ſome, he ſaith after, as Navarre, &c, contend that ic muſt be 
for ſin, as it is an offence to God ) yet he ſaith, from what 
principles ſoeyer this repentance for fin flowes, it muft have 
this effe&t, totakeaway the affe&ion to fin, ſo as it may not 


grow nor flouriſh more. 


So alſo Durardes ; who denies indeed, that Contritio anſt be 1-4-diſp- 44-2, 


necefſarily required before Baptiſme, yet there is, quedens diſ- 
plicemia peccatiCommiſf licet informic &- imper felagme dicitar attri- 
tio, que licet non fit ſufficiens ad dolendum peccatum, eff 1 anven; diſpeſitio 
fuſficiens ad ſuſcipiendum beptiſmum, ed quod tollit Fittionem, And 
this ſaith he is meant in AgJ.2, | 

Lepentance then maſt bejoyned with faith ia: choſe who are 
admitted to baptiſmec if ad#lti)ia the Schoolmens opinion, 
' This is more then a (leight profeſſion, to ay, . I beleeve in 
Chriſt:yea,ora ſleighe confellion of fin; whichM.Prjmuſpeaks of. 

Learned Gileſpie I find very ftrong for me inthis point. 

Whereas Mc, Prin had affirmed that in the Apoſtles times, 
a meer externall fleight confeflion of fin { which is more | and. 
profeſſion of Faith, was ſufficient to inable ſinners tobe bapti- 
zed, He Anſwers, I utterly deny it az moſt falſe, and as a re- 
proach caſt upon the Apoſtles,and ſo anſwers to that ofPhilips 
baptiuing Sinn magar, he ſhould twve proved ( faith he) thac 
Simon Magys was known to be in the gall of bicterneſſe, when: 
Philip baptized him. x | 

Afcer this he ſaith, we read of no perſons of age baptized 
by the Apoſttes, except ſuch as did profile faich"in Chriſt, 
gladly received the Word,and in whomiſome begun work of 
the ſpirir of grace did appear{ though it may benot real.] £- 

ng laid as mnch before.” 

I beleeve { faith he) no conſciencious Minifter would adven- 


tare tobaptize one who hach manifeſt and infailible ſignes of - 


Aar.rod 482, 
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phate ; wee cannot be'anſwerable to God if wee 

ſhould,8c, | act es 4 
If it were aprophanatian of baptiſme, .to baptize a-Catechy- * 

meni , 2 Jew, or:a Pagar.prafetiing a reſolution to turneChui- 


-ſtian, he being manifeſtly under the power of. abominable 


reigning fins, and; ſtilla wicked liver,. alchough he were able 
to give a ſound and Orthodox Confeſſion of Faith, then the 
Lords Supper, &e 7: 1 0% ni ng ph wot, incau31 
- His mindetbenis, a bare profefiionof Faith js. not ſufhici- 
ENt. | S797 30nd 03 0510 4:53:71 3t B84), 261 
Thouſands of ours can give noOrthodoxconfeſſion,they are 
ſo ignorant, and thouſands as ſcandalous-. | 
The Minor is proved. | 4214 29 
Obj. But the Parent is baptized,and that gives right. Ergo. This 
ſuppoſition-is nothing. * 5 > 40001 11 i not viingheoo nr 
Anſw: Does the Church. perform their duty, in fuffering 
ſach a perſon to continue in the Church, who ſhow not ſo 
much-as giveth a right to Baptiſme ? Exerciſe Diſcipline 
then, : £1 21 
But this intimates clearly, that it is the Parents being bap- _ 
tized which gives the Title, yea, and this alone, for: though 
the perſon cannot be judged fitto givethe right: upon other 
grounds, as being a viſible Saint, and Church member, yet his 
baptiſm will do it. | 
1 Hence Largue , If the Parents baptiſm gives the right to 
the Infants baptiſm,then an excommunicate perſon may juſily 
challenge bapriſme for his child. The Conſequence is clear. 
The Excommunicate- perſon doth not looſe his Bap- 
riſme. 
But the excommunicate perſon cannot juſtly challenge : As 
before proved? ; 4; | 
Ergo : | 
2 I would put this caſe, ſuppoſe a man{to be newly converte 
to the faith, and ſo as he appears a reall Convert, healſo is 
admitted into the Chureh this day, but poſſibly, -not baptized 
that day, but it is deferred to the next ; but en the fudder/ he . 
is taken fick, and by reaſon of this, baptiſme cannot be admi. 
niſtred unto him, and poſſibly he dyeth of his diſeaſe : | the 
ſtory of Falextinianus ſending to Ambroſe for bis baptiſme, is 
| well 


i COT RSP: i 
well knowne; who dyed before he was baptized} fippoſe-in 
thts time while he lyes in his freleneffe, hay wer} bn. pov Sr 
borne unto him, now what would our: Divines doe with this 
childe, baptize it or not > the Father is nor baptized av yer, 
nor canreceive.it, but he js a. member of the Church, and for 
ought we can ſee a god. man, I preſume charity would ftrain 
hard before we would deny the childe baptiſme; rhen it is 
not the baptiſmeof the parent that conveyes the- right, for 
b here is one baptiſed [ the excommunicate perſon Jand yer his 
childe ought not to be baptized, and here is one not baptized, 
C and yet his childe may be baptized 
So that I conceive it is the Parents being viſibly in Cove- 
rant, and joyned to the Church, which as it is the ground of 
FA his owne baptiſme, ſoit is that which doth .primarily, and 
'I radically convey therighetto the childe. ws 


A Aa at We 


; For thoſe who conceive that it is baptiſme which makes us 
, members of a Church, my former ſuppoſition will be ſleigh- 
: ted by them ; but Fam ſure all Divines are not of that mind, 


norwill reaſon force it. What were all the children of che 
Fewes before they were eight dayes old? or in caſe they 


1 _ wrerefick; and ſo their Circumcifion was deferred, were they 

y not looked upon as members of the Fewiſh Church, together 

$ with their "_ ? if ſo, thea Circumciſion did not make 
them members. | 

, Baptiſme is a priviledge belonging only to a Church, there- 

7 fore it ſuppoſes a Chu rch,and that Organicall, for none but 


-- Officers can diſpenſe ir, what was it then firſt made this 
- Charech ? ; 

If baptiſme make a man a member of a Church, what doe 
you when you diſmember a man by excommunication, doe 
you null his baptiſme, | , 

efmeſius aniwering to Belarme who had ſaid, Nan baepti- Bul. ener. to.2, 
Zati beretici excommunicati, ec. non ſive de ecclefia, ſaith. thus : 1. 2. c,1, 
De infantibus fidelium, &+ fidelibas nondum baptizatis, aded mani- 
feſt falſum ft quod affirmatur, ut niſi babends tales eſſent pro membiris 
4. ecclefte, non deberent baptizari Baptiſmus enim ſua nature eft. ſigil- 
lan infitionis jam fatie in Chriſtin atque. ades in: eccleſign , 
: AR. 10. 47, 49. i 
; 3 Mychird argument is _ 


If ; 
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If Miniſters in baptizing are bound to hold to their. Com- 
miſſion, then the children of ſuch parents as the queſtion men- 
tions are not to be baptized. EI OP 

But the Antecedent is true, none will deny that ; ergo the 
Conſequence is true. fat. : 

The Conſequence : Miniſters by their Commiſſion [" Marth. 
28. 19. pavrnu2z7e Bamricorre ] are bound to baptize Diſciples, 

But theſe are no Diſciples : Ergo. 

My Argument tends to this ; If the parent be not a Diſci- 
ple, the childe is none ; but ſuch a parent is none, eygo his 
childe is none. 

The Anabaptiſts here triumph. This is the text they thinke 
overthrowes all who baptize infants; butIecafily can diftin- 
guiſl between a Church as it is conſtituenda, & conftituta; as 
now in New England, they preach to the Indians, and labour 
to make them Diſciples, oats ſo done, no doubt when the - 
parents are baptized, the infants ſhall alſo be baptized. Our 
Divines have cleared that text I think ſufficiently, thar it is no 
hinderance, but rather proves the baptizing of infants, I 
ſhall deſire to adde one anſwer more then yet 1 fiade, 

1 Suppoſe Chriſt had not at a!l changed the Scale of the 
Covenant of Grace, but let Circumciſion have been the inj- 
tiating ſeale to the Gentiles as well as to the Jewes, yet no 
doubt when Chriſt ſent forth his Diſciples with his Commil- 
fion, he would have ſaid, wamrevours mpioturorre? Gor teach all 
Nations, circumcifing them; for I hope he would not have them 
circumciſed betore they had been taught ; -but if it had been 
ſo, who would ever have doubted bat if the Father had been 
circumciſed, the childe haa been alſo, when they ſaw it was 
ſo praiſed among the Jewes, and Proſelytes alſo for ſo. ma- 
ny hundred yeares, I am confident none would ever have que- 
ſtioned the thing ; the converted Jewes, A@s 21.21, did not 
thinke their children excluded, but they would circumciſe 
their children, though now Circumcifion was aboliſhed; 
but Circumciſion was a ſeale of the Covenant of Grace as 
well as Biptiſme ; why therefore ſhould this text make. more 
againſt Baptizing then Circumciſion? This for the text. 

2 Further, the Anabaptiſts make the filence of the New 
Teſtament concerning infant baptiſme to be a great —_ 

' again 


(3h J 
againſt it, to met is a great arguinent for'ie, which 'T make 
thus to appeare. - ENT ROPLL 5 58s. 

We know thenulling of Circumcifion,what a daftic made 
in the Churches'in the Apoſtles time, how chey were troabled 
with it, as witnelſe Pauls Epiſtle to the Galatians , 1o to the 
Philippians, and that,: A&. 15. a iong journey it coft him, the Sy- 
nod is called, the buſinefle is about Circumcition, the cleareſt 
ground we have for a Synod was occalioned upon this queſti- 
on; now Circumcifion. was but an externall tcale of the Co. 
venant of Grace, and that a pxinfull Ordinance; when it was - 
removedthey had another come in the roome, as- fignificant 
as thar, and more eafie, it is but the change of the Seale; 
now if the change only of a Seale made ſuch a ftirre in the 
Churches, as I have ſhowne, then ſurely the caſting out of all 
their Poſterity,- and not. giving: them any initiating feale in 
the roome of Circumciſion would have madea greater duſt ; 
For circumciſion it is a fair anfwer; O Fews,we have done you 
no harme, though you have this removed, here is another 
come in the roome of it more caſie, {ignificant, &c. But ſup» 
poſe the Fewes and Gentiles converted had ſaid ; -But what doe 
you with our Poſterity, muſt not they have this Ordinance as 
well as we? what, do you caſt them out of the Church? where 
ſhall we finde an anſwer to this in all the New Teſtament, foe 
the chijdren being excluded, there is not one text or fillable 
ne .pu* quidem, in all the New Teſtament, as I ſaid, 4.21.21; 
they did thinke their,Children ſhoald be:taken in wich them ; 
had Payl taught them, you muſt not- Circumciſe your Chil- 
dren, nor Baptize them, this had been ſomething, bur the 
+ ire, as you may ſee by A. 15. was not in regard of the ſub- 
je, the childe, but the Circumcifion. Fe! 

I am confident it would have been-as great a block to hin- 
der the Fewes from receiving of Chriſt, as could:be. What, 
this is a ſtrange Dodrine, that whereas our children have be- 
fore been owned with us under the Covenant ; there is a Do- 
Arine caſts them out, and leayes themas the Heathen, .. 

The Anabaptifts then muſt /bring me as.'expreſle textsg-to 
prove that the Infants of Beleevers muſt now be left out, and 
not owned in the Covenant with - their. parents, as I can 
bring chem exprefle texts, CS is ks 
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elſe 1 will never belecve their Doftrine. FFT 
3 Another Argament fell inmy courſe, pranblegrnough 

the ſecond of the Epbefans,in verfz 1.the Apoſtle to make the 
Epbefians highly co prize the eftate they were brought into 
the Free Grace of God, and Chrift, he pats them in mind: 
of their miſerable and forlorne condicion chey were in before; * 
this is reckoned up as one thing to ſer it out, they were Gentilts 
3n the fleſb, called uncircumcifion by that which is called Circumciſion ; 
this was the initiating ſeale then : Now, who are called thus 
unci rcumcifion 2 The Gentile parent and his childes Who 
called him ſo ? The Few Circumciſed 'and his childe , if 
then the Gentile belecyer is baptized himſelfe, but the children 
are not, then this which is reckoned asa note of the miſerable 
and forlorn condition of the Gentile before his converſion, is 
ſill upon him after his converſion, in the greateſt part; the 
Epbe fans might well have anſwered ; nay Paul, you ſhall nor 
need to reckon up that as one thing to ſet out our miſery by, 
for that ſtill is upon us in greateſt part, for though we our _/ 
ſelyes are taken into Covenant, and have the initiating ſeale, 
yet our children have it not, but are left.as Heathens ſtil], buc 
ſo were not they who call us the uncircameifion. Let there- 
fore the parent and the children alſo be taken in,then it is re- 
moved, as no doubt the'19, ver. _ fellow Citizens. 

4 Another argument I would aſe is this; we finde many 
promiſes made to the poſterity of godly parents, Gen: 37. 7. 
Exod. 20. 6, Pſal. 112. 2. Prov. 20.7. = 44+ 33 4. & 54; 23. 
now it the children of fuch parents ſhall growup, and though 
they are but young, yet reading,they finde fuch promiſes, or 
heareof them ; it. ſeemes theſe ” children muſt not now 
goe and lay hold of the Promiſe, claime it by vertue of their 
parents; if they ſhould goe and __ theſe promiſes before 
the Lord, and plead ; Lord, haft not thou made theſe pros - 


miſesto the children of godly parents, 1 am fare my Father, ' 
or my Mother was ſuch a one, now Lord make good theſe 
promiſes to me, who am the childe of ſuch ; this were no- 
thing, for ſure if God will not ſo much as give them an out- 
wart ſeale of the Covenant by vertue of the parent, the poore 
| childe cannot _ theſe promiſes which come by the parent ; 

ch promiſes are of to the children of ſuch pa- 


but what uſc 


rents 
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(29) . 
rents (1 thank God') 1 know by experiehce, who {| rliough Tt: 
have a moſt wretched heart ] wonldnorpart with theſe pro-. 
miſes our of Gods book for the beſt eſtate of any Anabuptift in. 
England, the Lord (I praiſe him )hath tanght me fFrom's yoiith 
toplead the promiſes, yea, and when I could finde no ather, 
bottame to pitch on in times of temptations and ſearchings, I 
have run totheſe promiſes and pleaded, Lord I own my Fathers 
Covenant,I ftand to that ; and have reſolved to go to hel with 
theſePromiſes if I do go,and here Lhave found foine ſtay. Now 
the word having experience joyned to it, is to me' mote thieri all 
the calk of Anabapriſts. 

To put an endo this, and fo return to our Argument. The k 
more I ftady this Doin of the Anaptiſts, I thqpk God the - 
more ſce into the falſchood and vilenefle of it, and do think _—_ of Dif. 
that holy and learned Mr. Hooker hath not paſſed too ſharps af'3** 
cenſure upon it, when he calls it, The wretched Dadrin of the A- 4 
nabaeptifts. | 

| Now to return to the Commiſſion, Perſons made Diſciples, 

by teaching or calling [as ſay the London Minifters before]theſe 
are ſuch as muſt be baptized. Some of our Divines obſerving 
what uſe the Anabaptiſts make of peaSrituairy make ye Diſciples 
they anſwer ic is a Criticiſm,arid fo wave itzbut I think we ſha, 
not need to be ſo ſhy of it, let then take their notion, it ſhall 
not troable me; for make no queſtion when I baptize thT- 
Infant ofa parent that is a Diſciple, I baptize alſo an' In-e 
fanc Diſciple, But if the parent be not a Difciple, then I can- 
_ _ at the child as ſach, which is the thing my Argument 

OOK8 at. : : 

But for this word, patiTtveire, to be thiis rendred, certain- 

ly that Fob 4.1, doth make it clear, when the Phariſte heard, 

#7 Ings7 a\giopas pores meter x) Bantu &c.W hence Mr, Cartwright, 

quod aytem dicitur feciſſe &-baptizaſſe diſcipulos, ſicutMat. 28.19.44m- 

Twozre f2mrlcorree. Docetur prix efſe Diſcipulss Chriſti, quam baptiſ® 

. ms Sacraments obSgnantur : adverſus ies qui baptiſmo Chriſtianes fic= 

ri putant,S&c. He then renders the word ſo, and ſo doe others 
who are no-Anabapriſts: As Zanchy, Conftituite miih? diſcipalos, In ſccon. par;g6, 
boc enim eft proprie wayne > fatere, wards, So Gerbard in loc. #49: 

So Parewin loc. . | 

Nay, reaſon will force it, for whar'iif you teach the Nati- 
ons, ſuppoſe they will not receive your dorine,will you bap-- 


; - = 
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_—___ : 
tize them ?' no (ure, but-as Mr.Gilkſpy cited before, None were 
baptized except ſuch as did profeſſe #heir faithin Chriſt, gladly re- 
ceived the word, and ſome worke of the ſpirit of grace begun ( at leaſt 
apparenters,) Now theſe are Diſciples, and preaching isto bring 
people to-thiz. He ſpeaks de ddultis, - You mult teach the Co- 
venant, andthey muſt underſtand it, and ſubmic to it (ap- 
pearingly at leaſt) before we'can give the ſeale of the Cove- 
nant, . | 

Now ſhall we call them perſons in the queſtion, Diſciples, 
when as they are ſottiſhly ignorant in the very fundamentalls 
of Religion, or ſcandalous, or ſcoffers, or being convinced ' 
of diſcipline, yet will not ſloop to it > Wil we admit of fuch 
Schollars into a Schoal,that wil come and learn as they pleaſe, 
and'do what they pleaſe,but tel their Maſter he ſhal uſe no dif- 
cipline? no ſure: 

For making them Diſciples by calling.Iam very much incli- 
ned to think, that much of our Religion is grounded. upon the 
State, & taking up by traditionzit appears ſo,by many in their 
wofull ignorance,and ſo Miniſters ſpeak in theirSermons, Buct 
for calling by the word,either by : Catechiſm when they were 
young, . or by the word preached , I beleeve the word never 
had any «fte& upon them, hence we find them have a notion, 
God is merciful, and we muſt repent, and this is all. For 
the State, though I conceive the State is bound to compel the 
SubjeRs to atxend upon converting Ordinances, yet they have 
not power to compell the Miniſtery to: give the Sacraments, 
but where the word doth ſeem (at leaſt apparenter) to have had 
ſomeeffet, To call very ignorant perſons, ſcandalous, fcor- 
ners of the Members of Chriſt, that can jeer at them,and hate 
them, and who refuſe to ſtoop to his diſcipline, Chriſts diſ- 
cipels, I think no ſerious Miniſter wil do it. If then the parent 
be no Difciple, the childe is none, therefore I go beyond my 
commiliron when I baptize ſuch a one. | | 

4 I ſhall but couch two Arguments more. . 

To adminiſter the ſeale of the Covenant of grace -toa 
childe, by vertue of him who is vilibly in Covenanct with 
Satan, muſt needs be a prophaning of the Ocdinance, 

Bat to adminiſter baptiſme toa child by vertue of fuch 

a one as the queſtion mentions, is to adminiſter the ſeal - | 

cac 


—. * 7 
- the Covenant of grace to a child by vertue of one whois vi- 
 --fibly in Covenant with Satan, Ergo, Ht agen 
For the Major, you ſay it is a prophaning of the Lords 
Supper to admit ſuch an oneto it, er7zo, you exclude him; and 
may not the Sacrament of baptiſme be prophaned as well,hay- 
ing as great priviledges ſignified by it ? AT 
For the Minor, A perſon groſly ignorant in the fundamen- 
talls of Religion, his courſe of life, his crade, is to live in 
finne, ſcandalous, &c. what ſhall wee ſay of ſuch an one : 
though he doth not formally make a Covenant with the De- 
vill, yet we know in what ſenſe we take ſuch expreſſions of our 
Miniſters. 

I wonder how Miniſters pray when they baptize the childe 
of ſuch an one, they cannot bur have ſome eye to Gods Cove- 
nant, and do we not mention ſo much to the Lord, thathe 
having caken the parent into Covenant with himſelfe, he doth 
alſo the ſeed of the Parent;and io we plead theCovenant,and a 
bleſſing, &c. but when a godly Miniſter ſhall carry the parent 
in his heart thus,doth not his heart check him, trouble hiar in 
the thuught of the Parent ? Oat 
. It you ſay che parent is in Covenant, for he is baptized, I 
ſhould give my former anſwer. And further I ay, if he bein 
Covenant, why doe you conſtantly exclude him from the 
Lords Supper, and not proceed, as I ſaid in my firſt Argus 
ment ? yer. | t | | 
If you ay it is not by vertae of him but his Predeceffors, L 
ſhall defire to ſee more light firſt,and what I have ſaid to that 
queſtion clearly removed. 

5 I ſhall not draw theſe into form, but I defire they may be 
ſeriouſly conſidered. - 437 54 

- I How exceedingly this Ordinance is fleighted, abuſed, 
through this heedles adminiſtring of the Ocdinance, for-we ſee 
rſong never minde the Ordinance before- hand, nor after ; 

t come let as bave our cbildren baptized, and that is all if they 
can make a Feaſt and drinke after jt, that is ,well.-;, Why 
do we tell people of preparing themſelves to the Lords Sup- 
per,and not as wel to this, Iknow of noOrdinance ſo abuſed as 
this is, and this hardens men, and ſettleth them on theirlees, 
for if they come to Church , aad have their children baptized 
what care they for more, .. Be 


hn 
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-' 3 Beſides, it is ſtrange Cow iutbdoad holy 


and prophane men in the Nation together $ if Maſter 
Greenk 


| Aay, rod.c. 4.) 


| Spare. Fud.c. 3. 


am,Mrs Perkins, Mr, Rogers, Mr. Pod, or, whom you will, 
ſhould come and bring thieir children to be baptized, leg the 
moſt ignorant ſot, Drunkard, Swearer, uncleane perfon, ſcore 
ner rotlines, $c. come, he ſhall have his childe baptized 
as well as they ; Have they their children taken into Cove- 
nant ? ſo haveT, fayes the Drunkard, Swearer, &c. Shall we 
owne all theſe men alike-aundev the Covenant, ſo as to. give 
the ſeale of the Covenant alike toall ? - 

Would not a ſerious Miniſter having two children brought 
together to baptize, the parents of theſe children ſtand by, the 
father of the one a holy man, the father of the other a v 
wretch, a mock- God, (the mothers of the children alſo differ 
as much ) for the Miniſter now to joyne both. theſe together 
in his prayer, - and: adminiſter the ſeale of the Covenant to 
both alike by vertue of theſe parents, would it not trouble 
himin his A&? | 

Obj. But #0-come to the great objetion ; The Fewes though very 
wicked, bad their cbildren circumciſed ; ergo. 

Anſ. 1 confefſe this is.a hard knot to untye.,. I defire ſome 
who have better fingers then I, would lend their help here, I 
ſhall propound my thoughts by way of anſwer. 

There was.cxcommunication among the Jewes, thoſe who 
deny it let them grapple with ſtout Gillefie, who proves it, 
and fhewes the cauſes of their excommunication, ſome where- 
of Chriſtians'may be guilty of z if perſons were excommuni- 
cated, ſome ſay their children were not circumciſed, as I 
quoted Mr. Gilefie before; but 1 doe not much preflethis. 

2 I conceive for ignorance they were not ſo guilty as are 
many of ours, though the knowledge of Chrift was. yery lit- 
tle, yet in Moſes Law they trained up their children, better 
then thouſands of ours; what care they have Buxtorfe re- 
ports, though it is very much to obſerve, they ſhould be ſo 
unacquainted with the Prophets, where Chriſt is moſt'made 
knowne under the Old Teftament, as he relates. 

But to ceme more cloſe to the anſwer. 

r I deſire my reverend Fathers and Brethren would give 
mie cleare pebolh that the Prieſts. did debarre- thouſands - 

| ene 
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the people fromthe Palſeover Sorel uncleannefies [for 
as for:Ceremoniall uncleanneffes they dot not trouble us, we 
can-admitfneh-to'the Lords Supper | and thus they did de- 
barre chem fix, ten, ewenty yeares together [- as our Nivines 
doe thouſands in this Kingdome, though they have the Lords 
Supper oftner then they had the Paſſcover ] and yet though 
they were thus debarred, they did circumcite their children, 
{- as our Divines doe baptize, notwithſtanding their ſaſpen- 


Hon, and chat without any paines to bring them to hamilia- - 


tion, &c. Jthis now will ſpeake ſomething if it can be pro- 
ved, but I muſt have good grounds to beleeve it, 

- :2:\I conceive there was ſomething peculiar to them in the 
conſtitution of their Jewiſh Nationall Church, from ours 
under the Goſpell; there God takes Abrabam, enters into 
Covenant with him, layes the foundation of the Church in 
his Family, and commands him to circumciſe his feed ; the 
conftitution of our Churches doe not begin with any particu- 
lar perſon, but, make Diſciples, and baptize. Now though I con- 
ceive the diſcending from Abrabam according to the fleſh was 
not the ſole ground of adminiſtring Circumciſion, yet I am 
apt to thinke there was ſomething peculiar to them, in being 
Iſrael after the fleſh ; and theſe grounds lead me to think o.. 

- = When theſe Jewes came to Fobns baptiſme, they were 
not admitted without any more adoe, but he required con- 
feſſion of fins firſt, repentance; it was not ſufficienc to plead 
we are Abrahams Seed, therefore baptize us, as well as we are 
© circumciſed by being his Seed ; but as I ſaid, he: requireth re- 


pentance, yea and ſo as Mr. Gilleſpie conceives, that Jobz did 4®-19%p. 513 


not baptize thoſe Phariſees, and concludes with the Centu- 


riſts, Jobn -did ot caſt pearls before Swine 3 be did not admit raſoly ** 555 


any that would,te baptiſme, but ſuch «s confeſſed their ſins 3 that is, only 
ſuch as were tryed, and did repent, but the contiumaciow, and the defer.- 
ders of #beir impieties be did rejed. 

2 We obſerve when they fell into that foule Apoſtafie, yer 
their children were Circumciſed, whether regularly ornoI 
leavethat; but I would defire whether if any of our Church- 
Members ſhould apoſtatize to ſo foule Idalatries, as the Calves 
at Dan and Bethel, Baal, the offering of their children ro Me- 


lech, that uncleane god Priapm [ _ learned Divines con- 


ceive 
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Idoubt holy men would not doe it, you would >» Koa their 
baptiſme a while till they kad repented, and declared their 
hatred aglof ſach Idols. 

3 1 obſerve, when they admitred any Heathens into the 
Church of 1ſrael, they were very exaR, as Mr. Ainſworth notes 
out of Maimonid. on Gen. 17. I2. they make diligent inquiry, leſt 
they come to get themſeives auder the Law for riches, dignity, or feare, 
er love to ſome Fewiſh woman, or wan ; if no ſuch like accaſpon be found 
in them, then they make kyowne to them the weightineſſe of the yoke of 
the Law, and the toyle that as in doing thereof, to ſee if they will leave 
off ; if they ſee they witb-draw not, and ſee thems that they come of love, 
tben tbey receive them, as Ruth, 1, 18; now this is more then for 
one to come and profefle he did beleeve in the God of Iſrael, 
therefore Circumciſe me, &c. as ſome conceive a bare profeſfi- 
en that they beleeve in Chriſt gives right to baptiſm; theJews 
being trained up in their Fathers religion, and the religion of 
the Natiou, may ſeeme all of them to have this which they 
required ofthe Proſelytes, but I ſhould preferre theſe things 
in a Proſelyte, before the ſame.things in a meere carnall 

ew. 

, 3 Ir is true, the wicked Jews being members of that Na- 
tionall Church ſo long as their Memberſhip held, they might 
challenge Circumciftion; fo for wicked perſons ſo long as 
they.conrinue members, and the Church lets them alone, they 
may challenge baptiſme ; but our queſtion is, whether ſuch 
perſons ſhould be let alone, is not that Church tro blame? 
though they are de fas, members through want of the exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipline, yet the queſtion is. dejure, gught fuch to be 
members ? 

4 I conceive what-ever.the Church of the Jewes-was, the 
Churches under theGoſpel muſilook to. ſome withmore ſtri&- 
nefſe, though 1; allow not that ftriAneſſe and. riggedneſſe 
which ſome would have, ( for an errour on. the right, hand. is. - 
an errour as well as an exrqur ov the lete, ). p60, I, beleeve ſome 
more Sinelle: there is ground why. ic ſhould be ſo. | 
i. Wehave more 1; Cy theJews had.in the know- 

{#9 hm we-the. hodys 
hence 


kdge of Chriſt eſpecially ; they had the 


kitice the Apofls; Gd, 4:1. Ke ebtiphjes the its BF 2h 
Jewwilh Church, tothe time of child-hopd. a 
' 5 The Spiritof God is more given out under the Goſpel 
thita before, it we confider the bulke of ChriſtiaMs , Gods peo- 
oy have more of the Spirit now then his owne had under the 
aw, and [01 beleeye the ſame Spirit doth reftraine more un- 
der the Goſpel, ſuch as come not to reality of grace; I will 
not anfarge upon thif head. _- 

t Hence we finde in Scripture, Ezck. 44: 7. 9. ( which re- | 
pets the Churches under the Goſpel ) God reproveth not 
only the bringing of Strangers into his Sanfuary who were 
ancircumciſed in the fleſh, but the bringing of thoſe who were 
uncircumciſed in heattzthatis,known to be ſuch, forDe ſerretis | 
nen-judicat eccleſia ; ſuch ought not to have fellowſhip in holy | 
_. ”  * | 

"OI agaihe we finde the condition of the Churches 
ander the'New Teſtament ſet downe, Iſa. 52. 1. which Maſter ,,,..4. 10. 
Gill provesto be underſtood of a Chucch viſible,and mini= *' | 
ſteriall, | 

'3 Hence we finde the Churches of Afia commended, or re- | 
proved, as they kept their Churches from pollution, or ſuf- | 
fered wicked perſons to live in them, Revel. 2. 

' 4 Hence we finde Church Diſcipline more clearly layed o- 
pen in the New Teſtament then in the Old, Afar. 18. 15, &c. 

5. Hence, 2Thbeſ. 3« 12. 14. we finde Paul writing to the 
Churches, to note ſuch perſons who did not obey the Word, 
though but an idle perſon. 

6 Hence we finde a command to exerciſe Diſcipline againſt 
feverall perſons, 1 Cor. 5.11. - | 

Of chis laſt text a few words ; No zot to eate. Some, and moſt 
Divines thar 1 (ee ſay, it doth prove ſuſpenſion from the Lords 
Table, and Excommunication ; ſome Divines I have heard, 
{ but cead very few | fay it is meant only of civill familiarity; 
fo I heard Mr. Edwards once in the Pulpit, ſo another, whom 
Emuſt reverence. Mr. Prynze he is ſo peremptory in it, that he 
ſcornes all the Divines who have affirmed the contrary. _ 

For the godly Miniſters who are of Mr. Prynns judgement, [ 

ſhall but only propound one guetics to them ;Tfthat be your 
opinion of the place, then w - is the reaſon your FRI 
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have been ſo long deſtitute of the Lords Supper ? Why are you 
ſotroubled to thinke of one ? Is it not becauſe there are com- 
panies of ruſty, ragged, rich fellowes in our Pariſhes, bad e- 
nough, who gill croud in if we goe abour it ? but what I pray 
would you have theſe doe, keep off? ſure if fo, you will con» 
tirme the interpretation to be meant of ſuſpenſion at leaft,that 
ie, Excommunicatio minor, and what is the cauſe of that, if obſti- 
nacy continues, will deſerve the higher excommunication ; I 
would never ſcruple the giving of the Lords Supper to all my 
Pariſh [ if they have but knowledge |] if that texc reſpe&s only 
civill familiarity. | | 

Put I ſhall proceed, and fet down ſome Divines of no ſmall 
note, who are for the firſt interpretation, and that it is meant 
of Excommuntcation, I doe nor ſet downe their words, be- 
cauſe of trouble, bur if you pleaſe to read theſe places I referre 
co, you ſhal] tinde what affirme. 

Aaguſt. Homil.5o. Calvin in Loc. & infitu, I. 4.c. 12. Seft. 4, 5 
Beza his Amt. on the ninth. v. of the Chap.Zanch.in 4th. Pre- 
cep. p.7 42, 7 4.3. Chemniti. in Job,9.2 2. & Mat.18, 17. Hemming. 
in Lec. Pare in bc. Piſcator in his fourth and fifth obſervations 
upon the chap. The Heyden Profeſ]. Synop.T heal.diff.4$. Theſ.25. 
Ame(.de conſc.l. 4.c.29. Th. 30. Dicſen in lic, Diodati his Annet, ups 
on the text,our Engliſh Annot. upon the 9. & 11 ver,of the cha. 
Mr. Hooker, Surv.of Cbur.Dijcip.par.3.p.39.the Synod of New.En,- 
land, their confeſſion of Church Diſcipline, Mr, Gileſpie, who an- 
ſwers Mr. Prynne,and quotes P. Martyr,Gualter,Tofſanis, the Cer.- 
tsrifts [ which I have not] all which expound it of Excom- 
munication, 

Now thongh I doenot pin my faith upon any mans ſleeve, 
yet I would ſee very good reaſons why I ſhould differ ſo much 
in the interpretation of a text, from ſo many men,ſo holy and 
learned as niany of theſe were, and are, whom have quoted ; 
neither had Mr. Prynne been eſteemed the leffe godly and lear- 
ned, if he had ſhowne more reſpe& to ſuch as have interpreted 
for ſuſpenfion, or excommunication. | | 

For Mr. Prynne I leave him to Mc. Gilleſpie, only one thing I 
take notice of,he is content to yeeld that ſome perſons may be 
excommunicated, and all the warrant he gives us for excom- 
munication is from 1 Cor.$.13: It is readily yeeldedztbat grofſe notc- 
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rious, ſcandalous, obſtinate ſinners, wbo preſumptuouſly perſevere in their 
iniquities,after private and publike admonitions without remnrje of Con- 
ſcience, or amendment may be juftly excommunicated from theChuch,tbe 
ſociety of the faitbſal, and all publick Ordinances,afier due proof,apd le- 
gall convidtion of their ſcandalous livcszand that,1 Cor.5, 13. Warrants 
thus mucb,notwitbſtanding tbe various readings of tbetext, ThusM.Pryz 
I perceive according to Maſter Prynne,, excommunica- 
tion reacheth but a few, and Miniſters will have muck 
trouble when they. goe about it; forthe perſons mult be 
grofſe notorious ſigners, obſtinate, ſuch-as.doe. preluin eu- 
ouſly perſevere ? What need theſe words ? Paal ſaith, 2'T ef 
3. 14. If any man obey- nor our word, &c. note that man ; 
though but an idle perſon who will not labour, ver. 12. Now 
is this-ſuch a grofſe nqtorious fla with Nr. Pryz > the inceſtuous 
perſon, we doe not finde he did prelurypruoylinperſFvers after 
private and publike admonition, for the Church was negli- 
gent, yet Paul bids them put him away. Why: will not. obti- 
nacy in alefler fin, though nar ſo groſly notorious, deſerve ex- 
communication ? for the exclufion of excommunicate per- 
ſons from all Ocdinances [the word preachjogy which is the 
meanes to convince and humble, and to 4 th Heathens 
are admicted } it is more then ever I ſaw prattifed among the 
Che ONES can ſee any reaſon for ic,bur 
I aime at fomething elſe; that text, he faith, warrants excom- 
munication, bur none elſe in all che Bible 3, for.he diſputes a- 
gainſt all the reſt, that our Divines bring fgr-excommunica- 
tion, at leaſt the moſt.eminent texts, as Mzittbew 18. 17. 
which is not meant he ſaith .of, excommunicagion ; the 
warrant then _ Penne _ _ is =_ theſe words 
Therefore put away: from.your {etu%s that wicked perjont.; . 1 E 
Teens Pronne tells us what. Pa hed ould a 
communicited,, he means all: ſuch perſons fo. quallified as he 
there ſets down..: Though he hath not put the nocgof univer- 
ſality to his long-Propobition, yet. he meanes, . it: is a univer- 
Gl Proportions Thewvs: us ſee how that Text proves his pro» 
o ſition. ; | 50 
: The Apoſtle in thofe wprds doth. but apply his former diſ- 
courſe unto that particular inceſtuous perſon, then Mre Pryuas 

argument muſt run thus. 
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The Inceftrous perſon was to be excommunicated; 

Erge, All groffe notorious ſttners, that preſumptuouſly 
perſevere after admonitions [which it ſeems this perfor had 
nor Jareto be excommunicated. "| + A 

What logick have we here ? 4univerſall Conclufiori itt 
Conrra& SyHogifine ?draw it into forme and ſee tiow it ras. 

The Inceftuous perſon was a norocious ftnner, &c.a8 Mr, 
Prynne deſcribes, | 

The Inceftuons perſon was excommunicated. 

Ergo,” All notorio ut ſinners; &c. ate to bee Excommitini- 

cated. 
This is no good lTogicke, fince Mr. Prym denies all ocher 
Texts tO prove excommunication bur this, 1 cannot tell how 
he will prove that any bur fuch Irceftqous perfon#as this pers 
ſon was, of wkom the Text ſpeakes; ſhould be excommuttiica- 
ted. | 

Pauls logick is very good. | 

All ſcandalous impenitent finners withiri the Charch,are 

to beexcommunicated,v.i1. , 

' The Inceftiroys perſon; is a ſcandalbns impenitent' firitier 

within the'Church. SO LTArY | bs 

=P » The Inceftuous perſon is to bee excommunica- 

ted. 

If any. Obje&. Neither can we prove the excommunication 
of alf notorious, obftinate finners from that;v.rr,. Ergo, 'Net- 
ther is your logick good, Y | 
1 Anſwer, There was no need why'the Apoftle ſhould reckon 
a feandalſons finners that muft be'excortitumicated in dne 
\' : Bat. | / | 
1We laying ageneratcale, Ffat.z$:1'5,16,&c.[it is a very'aþ+ 
faxd conceit'of them, who expourid the offence there'mtnti- 
oned, to'be only ſome private ihjury which my brother may 
cﬀer me {it is ſpoken to often'enough, thereforeT leave it:] 

2 We having other texts ther guide us,as 2Thef.3.14.which 
is _ genevall rule, and'Zit. 3.10. & 1 Tim, 1. 30. for he- 
_ rehie. = : 
© 3" The Apoffle in this eleventh' verfe, enumerating divers 
Sins, Fornication, Drunkenneffe, Idolatry, Extortion, Co- 
' vetoulneiſe, railing, [ not ſpeaking of one particular perſon, 


- 


(39 / 
25 that clauſe inthe 13.v.exprefſeth ]-he Apoſtle'need not rec- 
kan vp all fins:Theſe by a rule of proportion,with other rexrs 
being laid together, will help us co. draw out auniverſal} pro- 
poſition concerning perſons that ſhould be excommunicated, 
better then that one particular example, which 'only he will 
allow us to be a warrant for excommunication of all norori- 
ous ſinners; I could draw out the propofition from: theſe 
three heads, but itis ſo obvious to any intelligent Readers eye, 
that I ſpare the paines, I leave Mr. Prynne, and goe to the text. 
It is worth the obſervation what Mr. Gilleſpie faith t Had the + «ic 
Apoſtle ſaid ſimply, nat to eate, the argument for civill familiarity hat] 4%-ro0d. 417, 
been more colourable ; but after be had twice ſaid, net to: keep company, | 
to adde, xo not to eate, doth plainly intimate the Apoſtle argn-. 
eth from the lefſe to the greater, and that there is ſome other 
fellowſhip with fuch.a one, &c. Ed: 31 "274 
For my. part, it ſeemes ſtrange to me, that a man ſhon!4 be 
reputed a Brother, a member of a. Church, admicted to all 
the Ordinances, under no Cenſure, and yee I muſt nat ſhew 
kim ſo much familiarity as I may a Heathen, to-whomr I may 
goe if he invites me: x Cor. 10. 27. but not ta my broth er, af- 
ter excommunication, indeed the verſe takes place; 
Oc, orare, vale, convivia, menſa negatur: © © | 
but before excommunication I never heard that it did, I have 
eate With Indians divers times, and that was no trouble to me ; { 
but one time being at a.godly friends houſe, where one of the | 
Family (a Sonne ) wavexcommunieaced, jedi a/lictle ar firſt jy... | 
trouble me, [| not out ofany felbcanceited/bolineſſe, which Mr. OP þ 
Prymethinks is —_—_—_ whyMiniflers do:thus labour to keep i 
Churches cleare;; fuch as upon.any-fuch grounds doerefaſero i 
gae-to a Sacrament, let them bearecthe blame ): bur Þ at haſtre- " 
called my-ſelfe; for-PoliticalkandQrconomicalt communion i 
Which bath itsobligation from: the Law of Nature, ' and Ex- j 
communication doth not folve from that; yet I did'defire to | 
deale faichfully wich che party afterward, ly 
Further, the Argument the Apoſtle ufes in-the ſixth and'ſe- _ j 
venth verſes, to-move- the Church to: cat ous the inceſitrousVi<.Faſe, as 
perſon;that is,fromthed ouscfie& which may followſer 7 0 
aut under that fimilitudetaken-from leaven, itis of force a= 
gainjttheſe-ſins mentioned in wer. 31. for farely CO 
runk- 


CITIES ITO EOSE LITE LO Wn <2  * VE TIT pon 


ge OTIS. 


| Doida. in loc* 


converſe with a Heathen, whoſe mouth is full of uncleane fil- 


| {40) | 
Drunkards, 8<. are #s apt to leaven. others as the inceſtuous 
perſon was 3 Impunitas vitierum altos ad peccandum invit at, as Pa- 
reas notes ; and here Mr. Prym* may fee the reaſon 'why 'we 
would be carefull co exclude: ſuch, not becauſe we conceive our 
lelyes-to be too holy for ſuch to communicate with ; but be- 
cauſe our hearts are dough fit to be infeRted with ſuch leaven3 
Thac the Church may be a pure and cleane body, ſomething 
like othie bleſſed head, as the ſeventn verſe implies. That we 
nay. be faithfull Stewards in —_— the holy things of 
God, I Cor. 4. 2. That we may uſe all means to ſave the ſoule, 
verſe. 5, | | | $65, 
Something I obſerve out of ver. 12. which ſeemes to me to 
prove this no »et to eate muſt be meant of excommunication, or 
ſuſpenſion at leaſt, the verſe doth depend upon the 10. & 11. 
verſ. that is cleare enough; therein he gives a reaſon of the 
precedent limitation to the members of the Church ; for what 
bave 7 to doe to judge, &c. Doe not ye judge them that are within ? fo 
that by this verſe hanging on the former, it ſhould ſeeme Pay! 
did there judgeſuch perſons; now what judgement hach the 
Church bue Suſpention and Excommunication ? doftinall 
judging is not only meant, the next verſe ſtill makes it cleare ; 
but them tbat are withowt God judgetb, therefore put away from your 
ſelves that wicked perſon : Here Payl judges, and the Church doth 
judge; judging then here is excommunication, I ſee I am not 
alone in my notion, but upon ſearch I found ſome others who 


back mein my interpretation. Piſcater is plaine, his ſecond 


Aphoriſme ( as he calls it is this; Excommunicatio eſt judicium 
ſeu decretum, ſeu denique ſententie difio, colligitur ex verbis Apoſtoli, 
ver. 3. Ego judicevi jam ut preſens. Ttem. ver. 12. Nonne de eis qui 
intus ſunt, vos judicatis ? So alſo Parexs upon the word judicatis ; 
Docet igitur cenſuras Ecclefiaſticas non ſtringendas in extraneos, ſed 
circa eos, qui cum intra Eccleſie pomeria verſentur, tamen ut extraneos 
ſe gerunt, exercends eſſe. This judging then he underſtands to be 
Church Cenſures,but this judging isto be referred to ver.1r.. 

| Further, I defire any Chriftian to conſider, whether they 
thivk the Apoſtle would have Chriftians to have Intimate fa- 


'miliarity with a Heathen that was a Fornicator, Drunkard, 


&c? Is there not danger of a Chriſtian who ſhall familiarly 


thy 


pany. to fit quafting with ſuch a one, is there not danger 


though he be a Heathen ? it you ſay, yes. ſure, we ought to 
take heed of all accafions of finne, our hearts are- asStinder to 


the ſparkes ; therefore intimate familiarity is to be:avoyded 


with ſuch ; Then I ſay, if xo net to eate; be meant only of inti- 
mate Eivill familiarity, then Pax! did judge thoſe who were 
without,as well, and as much, as thoſe who were” within, and 
he makes no difference between the judging of the one and the 
other, but this twelfch verſe ſaith,He had nothing to doe with 
thoſe who were without. | 

Further, this judging doth imply ſome power and authori- 
ty put forth upon the perſons judged, in ver. 11. here is the 
at of Rulers, the Officers of the Church, together wich the 
fraternity conſenting with the Officers ;' in excommunication 
this is ſeene indeed, but not inthe denying of civill intimate 
familiatity with one,which I can alſo deny to one,over whom 

/Thave no power nor authority, 

This diſcourſe I have run into by occafion of my laſt anſwer 
co the Objce&ion, ſo that for the preſent I am not much mo- 
ved with the Argument: though I know it is that which is 
moſt uſed ; I hope ſome others will give better anſwers, pre- 
ſuming that fince they praQiſe as they doe, and have beene 
longer at their ſtudies then I have been, they are better fur- 
niſhed then I am with arguments to defend their praiſe, 

There is but one more Obje&ton, and that is commonly u- 
ſed ; if you practiſe thus, you will make abundance in Eng- 
land, and in your Pariſh,to be no better then Heathene, 

I anſwer z Thouſands of our people are ſuſpended from the 
Lords Supper many yeares together, and your ſuſpenſion is 
excommunicatio minor 3 follow home your Diſcipline, and I 
doubt you muſt come to, excommunicate thouſands, and if ſo, 


you will make them as Heathens ; you doe a great deale to-. 


wards It. 
2 I doe not looke upon all thoſe whoſe children I admic 


not to Baptiſme as Heathens, bur as Church-members in a 
large fenſe, through want of Catechizing and Diſcipline, o- 
ver-grown with ignorance and profanenefle, I conceive they 


have a fundamentall or remote rw (a8 I may ſay) co the bap> 


tiſme 
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thy ſpeeches, and baſe geſtures? ſotobe in a Drunkards com- 
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not deny it, if you owne them to be Church-members, hows 
ever cuſtome hath prevailed tothe exclufion of them from it, 
. without cegular proceeding, and labouringto bring them to 
repentance; andthatl doe not look at them as Heathen, &c. 
this is one demonſtration, for ſuch as I doe now refuſe to bap- 
tize, it may be the next childe God giveth the Party I doe bap- 
tize it, the Parent gives now ſome better hopes then before, 
his converſation is more reformed, &c. but this parent I doe 
not baptize, which I ſhould doe if I looked on him as a Hea- 
then, and no member of a Church, being he was not excom- 
municated, Heathens, and non-members of Churches ( who 
were never excommunicated ) when they are taken into a 
Church, they are baptized; and thus it is in New England, thoſe 
whom they take into their Churches; they doe not baprize a- 
gaine{ the parents I meane, ] The Anabaptiſts who deny the 
Churches of England, doe ſo indeed, 

3 Since then our Churches through want of Catechizing, 
and Diſcipline, are growne thns ignorant and corrapt, and to 
exerciſe Diſcipline it is very hard, rhe perſons are numeroas, 
who are as the Queſtion mentions: I propound this Queftion ; 

. Whether it were not better for the Miniſters of England, a they dee 
ſuſpend perſons from the Lords Supper, ſo alſo for a time to ſuſpend 
them from baptizing of their Children, and in the meaxe time, Mini- 
fters to.fo low Catecbizing cloſe, and labour to reforme them from a (can- 
dalous conver (ation, by all the gentle perſwaſions, ard merkneſſe 6f wi(- 
deme, which God ſhall give ws, that ſo Wben by our Catechiziny they 
bave gottenknowledge, and we finde the Word bave ſo much power as 

to reftifie their converſations, we may then with more comfort give this 

' Ordinance ? Okt Eee os SIAN 

My ſhallow head cannot thirke of any way to reforme oar 


Congregations bur this, and ſately if all Miniſters did thus, it . 
would make people more to looke abont them; this may we” 


doe, and the Civill Power will backe Miniſters in ſo doing, 
and not ſuffer their maintenance to be kepr from them by 
ſach as you fhall for a time thus ſaſpend (as T have' expert- 
ence) and this muſt be acknowledged to be a great mercy we 
enjoy, though we have many diſconragements from the er- 
rours and ſchiſmes of therimes» | ” 

: : | 


- tifine of their chiſdren, yea = to the Lords Supper,you muſt 
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I tell my people, I'doe nor abſolutely deny to baptize their 
Children, but defire them to forbeare a while, and if they wil 
anſwer me in che Afſembly as others doe, or come to my houſe 
'and be Catechized there, ſo that they may get knowledge, and 
if they will reforme their converſations from ſcandalous 
' walking, ſet op religious duties as well as they can in their 
Families, and ſubj:& themſelves to Diſcipline, then I will 
. doe it. | 
If any fay I have overthrown my ſelfe-in affteming al! tobe 
Church-members ; they may anſwer themfeives by whar 1 
have faid before , we receive them indeed from -our Predecef- 
ſors, who owned them for ſuch and baptized all, and it is but 
| faintly that I acknowledge it , and I ſay de fatto they are (o e- 
ſeemed, but de jare they oughtnot tobe ſo; only they are ſo 
IJ! numerous that now we come to Reformation, we knownor 
whar to do, therefore I go this way,as the mildeft courſe I can 
take, 

» Obj.If you ſay this doth but draw men into « formality of religion. Ohje#, 
| I we dl if a man ſhall profefſe this un f me, redo hath Sek, 
| made him ſee himſelfe utterly undone without Chriſt, and fo 
, doth truſt and reſt upon Chriſt for ſalvation, and to' this pro- 

; feſſion the things I mentioned are adjoyned, viz. Competent 
| knowledge, converſation not ſcandaloas, ſers up religious du- 
| ties in the family , and ſabjefts to Diſcipline ; Tlook npon 
| ſach a one as a viſible Saint, and I am contident ſach a perſon 
i þ ſhould have been received in the Apoſtles times. '' © 
Hayy yu a chis, _— _ _—_— rules to 
90 by, Let them ſet pen to paper, iftheir arguments be cogent 
I will yeeld, if nor, ſomebody will be ready to anſwer chem, 
M ther grapple with thoſe-who think I am too large [as 
. theFeare ſome about me, but I carmot- ger them to diſputatis 
| on} then wich thoſe who jadge me ts be too freight. 
| Concerning this ſaſpenfion from both the Sacraments for a | 
{ time,though 1 confefſe the Leyden Profeffours are againſt me, —_— nr 
diſp.44. th.50. unto which I conceive ſome anſwer hath been b 
given in my former diſcourſe: Yet Diſp.48.they ſeem to allow 
this, at the 27 Theſis, theres a queſtion moved, whether if 
there be a great multitude in the Church, who offend in do- 


&rine or life, may we now uſe excommunication, or exclu- 
I a | fion 


(38). 
fion from the Sacraments ? the reaſort of the queſtion they - 
give, inthe 28 Theſ: they ſeem to be for non-communicn,' a 
ſeceſſion from them if overgrowne with herelie 5 but as tothe 
life in Theſ:31. they give their anſwer.l (hall rehearſe it,begin- 
ning abont the midſt of the Theſis. Sed f eccleſieReffores plerique 
in bonum conſpirent, exiſtime, ejuſmedi bominibus aperte & contumaciy 
ter corruptis quantalibet fit multitudo, ab iiſdem Paſtoribus divine pre- 
tie Sacramenta communicari nec poſſe nec debere, ſed unanimi conſenſu 
iis eſſe neganda, & Deo eventum commendandam ; quia pii Paſtores ſi; - 
na gratie iis Communicare non peſſunt, quibus Cbriſtus ea aperte negat, 
&+ ne communicentur probibet ; & quia exempla in ecclefiis noſtri tem- 
poris reperiri poſſunt, ubi ejuſmodi negatio publica, in publica morum 
corruptela, medium fnrit &- inſtrumentum,quo eccleſia ad meliorem ſta- 
twm fit redufia,e morum major integritas revocata. | 

Whereas they ſay Sacramenta, and Signa gratie, they muſt 
needs include baptitme, for they owned but two Sacraments, 
and thus it ſeems they have done, and found good ſucceſle,I am 
miſtaken if they ſpeak not the very thing, I have been pleading 
for. | 

| Thus I have troubled the Reader, in giving account of my 
ations, I truſt I ſhall not be offenſive to any of my reverend 
Fathers or Bcethren, if I hold on my practice till I ſee theſe 
grounds removed. I hopel have not ſo handled the queſtion, 
as to deſerve a ſharp Anſwer, I have endeavoured to giveall 
due reſpeR to thoſe Miniſters who I ſee praQtiſe otherwiſe then 
I doe, eſteeming their holineſle, gifcs,and learning far beyond 
mine. Willing I am to receive light from others, and ſhal rea- 
dily lay down my opinion and praiſe when I fee ſtrength of 
Argument compels me ; it is no temptation to me, to fall on 
the charitable fide, but I ſhall leave the controverhe to more 
able heads and better hearts. 

The mercifull Lord once againe return to his Ordinances, 
that we may ſee his goings in his Sanctuary, as we have ſeen 
heretofore, and grant that pure Ordinances and pure hearcs 
may meet together, 
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Eader, though care wastaken in the Printing, asI am 

certified [for I was abſent all the time ] yer ſome faults 
are eſcap:d inthe points | which I muſt Jeave ro "_— judge- 
ment to corre?) and words, which I pray corre chus. 


. IntheEpiſile, 
P Ape 7. line 5. for rediculous read yiditu/ows, p. 3. I. g. blot out befides all 
p.91.34.r:dged r. rigid. p. 10.1.10. Church r, Churches: L 29-blot cur the 
Ggure I. P. 13. 1. 3. ridgedaeſſ r,rigidn'ſſe. 


In the Treatiſe. 
Ageg. 1. 21. in the Marg.ad Loc,Com T'o. 4. p. 534 1. 26. ſaere r. fecere 
P-14.blot ont the 21 and 22 lines. p.4.1.2. bis r. th:ir. 1.27.45 r. 4. p.15.1- 
8. He'eborer. Hell:bore |. 15, r. niehwar x, mrewn d\yYv. 1 26. policeor r. 
polices, I, 34. ridged r, rigid. p. 17. 1. 8. for make him 4 Chnrch- member t. 
zniiule a mano Baptiſme. p. 26. 1. 5. conſequence r, conſequent, |. 37. Bathing 
x. Baptiſme. p. 29. Marg in ſecon. 54s r- in ſecund pre. p.3 0.1. 18.ttking r. 1aken 
p.32.1. 12, Minifterad be troubled. p.g 3.1.1. Morr ll cr. Mordll,p.z 4.1.33. blot 


out with. I, 34. ridgedneſſe r. rigidneſſe. p, 36. Heyden x. Eeiden, p. 37. 1. 33» 
qualified x, Aalifen JE eongiing®. pe 3 , 


In pag. 7-1. 17. by Temporall, I meane Bwny, things that 

poo onely to this Life, elſe in ſome ſenſe Baptiſme 1s rec- 
oned among the temporall things. | 

In pag. 40. I doe not meane that Paul did atually judge, 
or excommunicate all ſuch perſons in the Church of Corinth, 
but that he givesa rule to Churches, where ſuch perſons are 
clearcly proved to bee ſuch, and are impenitent, what che 
Churches ſhould doe with them, 
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